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President’s
Message

The December meeting brought a few new faces which is always nice, so thank

you for joining us! Todd generated some discussions about current car projects
which was fun to hear about, and elections were completed which kept the officers status quo. Keep your eyes open in the coming months, however, as we
are still looking for people to help make the Tomahawk Chapter a better club for
everyone.
I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season, and that you’re not too busy installing those Christmas gifts to join us for the Banquet on January 26th. Be sure
to send in your forms so we have an accurate count for food, and remember to
bring in any items you would like to donate for the auction.
Also at the banquet we will have sign-up sheets for those interested in helping
start out the new year with a Club volunteer event at Feed My Starving Children
in Coon Rapids from 4:30-6:30 pm on Saturday, March 2nd. Anyone volunteers
interested in dinner can join us at a nearby restaurant afterward to unwind. For
those who cannot attend the banquet, please e-mail Melissa Miller at melissa.
miller@tcmcdc.com to be added to the list.
Welcome to another new year, and best wishes to all for a fantastic 2019!
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Tony Miller,
Tomahawk Chief

December Meeting Minutes
12/18/18

The meeting called to order at 7:03 PM.
15 members were in attendance. Todd
read last month’s minutes. There was no
treasurer’s report.

Old Business:
• There is a new GTO book available
for $22.50. If you would like a copy
call Paul B.
• Banquet reservations are due January 15th (see page 5 for the reservation form). We are hoping to get
around 30 members to attend.
New Business:
• Paul had a sample of the new POCI
logo.
• Tom Rempfer (612) 751-3221 is
looking to share costs of transporting cars to Gettysberg for the POCI
Convention next summer. We’ll
continue discussing options.
• The floor was opened to club officer nominations. The current slate
of officers accepted to serve another
year and were voted in.
• We have a few open technical advisor positions. Check our newsletter
to see if you feel called to support
our members in a particular area.

January
Membership
Meeting
Will be held at our
Annual Banquet
at Gulden’s

January 26th

Paul’s Judge with a matching orange
and white speedboat, a previous owner
used the Judge for his tow vehicle.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 PM.
Submitted by Gary Johnson,
Tomahawk Chapter Secretary
Thanks to
Karen Ford for
the “Pluggers” submission.
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Meanwhile...
Back at the “Pontiac Ranch”

A while back I was given some old
photos from a previous owner of my
Judge. One of those photos is shown
above - check out the Crager wheels,
G60 tires on the back, air shocks....
all of the cool stuff from “back in the
day”! It was fun to put together a little
story on my high school car that I’ve
now owned for over 40 years. The
cover photo is in honor of my 25th
wedding anniversary! I am working
on a story for the SMOKE SIGNALS.
Editor Tim Dye has a special issue
coming up for ‘69 Judges - stay tuned!
How about sharing your story and vintage photos that you may have? I can
scan them in and return them to you
and help you get a story put together.
Best wishes to all for a healthy, blessed
and prosperous 2019!
Keep those Ponchos rollin’!
Paul Bergstrom,

2019

POCI Convention
Gettysburg, PA
July 16-21, 2019
POCI’s 2019 Convention announcements are being published in the
Smoke Signals. See pages 62-63 in the
November issue for the latest update
on events and tours being planned.
Registration for the event is available
on line ($65) at www.poci.org.
There will be two host hotels: the
Wyndham Gettysburg (717) 3390020 and the Courtyard Marriot (717)
334-5600 (both now sold out).
There is a list of overflow hotels and
campground information on the poci.
org website.

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Here comes, well, you know : D

	
  

JUDGE!
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Paul Bergstrom’s

The ‘69 Judge, along with my ‘50 Pontiac business coupe and our family’s ‘71 GMC 3/4-ton
pick up in the background. The Judge had just been repainted and the side stripes had not
yet been applied. I see a Hooker Header decal in the window, chrome mud flaps and sidepipes. I had just installed a CB-radio and (of course) a magnetic-mounted antenna on the
trunk. This was the summer of 1977. I had just graduated high school and I was living in the
Pathfinder travel trailer on my parent’s property in Forest Lake, Minnesota. Life was good!

I guess this story needs to start in the summer of 1976.

I was in high school, driving a ‘62 4-door Catalina. I had already been a member of POCI for 1 year and
would soon join the Tomahawk Chapter as a founding member. I really wanted to
get a GTO. I found one in the classified ads in the Minneapolis Star Tribune paper - there was no internet back then to help search for vehicles. It was a Verdero
Green ‘68 GTO hardtop that had just been painted (400 c.i. engine and automatic
transmission). I drove it during the summer of ‘76 and put it away in a friend’s barn
for the winter. On Christmas Day, I received a frantic phone call - the barn was on
fire! I got there in about 10 minutes. We managed to pull the car out of the barn
with a tractor and chain, but it was torched really bad. I wasn’t about to give up
though! With the insurance money I went back to the classified ads in search of a
replacement GTO.
Remember this is early 1977 - folks were getting rid of their muscle cars due to
high gas prices and rising insurance costs. That’s when I came across this gem,
one of the 108 ‘69 GTO Judge convertibles. It had the RA III 400 engine, 4-speed
transmission, air conditioning, power windows and an 8-track tape player. I remember really liking the Carousel Red color with the Parchment interior. The
summer of ‘77 was special for me. I still had some time to play with my Pontiacs
before getting ready to attend college at the University of Minnesota in the fall.
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‘69 GTO Judge Convertible
I made some changes to the Judge in the first few
years. I added the hide-away headlights and put in
an in-dash tach. I installed a cassette player, amplifier, two JBL box speakers in the back seat and a CB
radio and antenna. I had the car repainted right after
I purchased it, but than I did much more work in the
spring and summer of 1980. I am digging up more
details and finding other vintage photos to scan for
the SMOKE SIGNALS article, so... stay tuned!

The Judge today, fresh RAIII engine installed last summer and new Diamondback
redline radial tires - it rides like a dream.... and it holds 40 years of memories!
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Classifieds

~ Parts For Sale ~

~ Parts Wanted ~

1958 Pontiac Bonneville parts: stainless trim, moldings, chrome, interior
parts, body parts, wiring connectors,
and other parts for sale, most in very
nice condition. For a complete listing,
email 1958.Pontiac.Bonneville@
gmail.com, Robert Grossenbacher
(608) 522-4998 WI (4/19)

Wanted: set of (4) restored 14 x 6
Rally II wheels in 4 3/4” bolt circle.
Don’t need any trim. Thanks. John
Zeglin (763) 972-2907

1962 Pontiac: Have many 1962 Pontiac
P/8 parts for sale. 1953 Pontiac lighted
hood ornament, beautifully rechromed
by J.R chrome plating, just picked up
from plater. Lucite Indian head is original and also polished, email me for pictures. $1,000. Contact Nick at (651)
263-5918 or email nmann7701@comcast.net (4/19)

Wanted: Plastic speedometer driven
gear for 1962 Pontiac Grand Prix w/
Borg-Warner T-10 4-speed manual
transmission- 19 tooth, Light green,
and large O.D. gear (.870) The G.M.
part number was 537652 from the
1962 Pontiac parts manual. Contact Nick Mann at (651) 263-5918,
nmann7701@comcast.net

Wanted: ‘68 Catalina: driver’s side
door sill plate w/Fisher Body logo.
Martin Johnson (612) 788-6692

1968-69 Firebird engine 400 auto YT
code on block, Cleaned, magnafluxed,
standard bore, Casting # 9790071, Pontiac 350/400 V8 crankshaft, #9773524
modular cleaned, Pontiac OHC 6 crankshaft #3820618N, cleaned. Contact
Robert Knudtson (701) 371-0810 (5/19)

Wanted: 1957
Pontiac 3-bar
spinner hubcaps. Jack
Shemmory
(651) 437-5564

1963 & 1964 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
‘64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email
with needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612)
377-8256 or edpont@kodet.com
Pair ‘67 GTO trunk extension moldings, polished original parts in excellent
condition, reduced price to $50. Bob
Tueffel (763) 434-1208

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 bigapple14@comcast.net
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Send want ads to:
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

New Member
Recruiting Incentive

For every new member you
recruit, you will be given a
1-month extension on your
own membership.
Have the new member give us
your name and POCI membership # when they sign up.
Help Grow Our Club!

Photos

and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:
Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
PO Box 68
Maple Plain, MN 55359
e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

Visit our website:

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Oakland and 1926-41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen
763-561-3911
1942-54

Al Longley

763-421-6953
1955-62 - Position

Open

1963-72 - Position

Open

1973-2010 - Position

Open

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156
Firebird & Trans Am

Tom Hegland

www.tomatalk.org

651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

Tomahawk Chapter on Facebook:
facebook.com/tomahawkPOCI

Club Historian

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

651-462-8493

GET CONNECTED!

12 issues:
$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$30 business card size
($50 to also receive a copy
of the newsletter)
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Mark Boyum

