Tomatalk
December 2018

David Rogalla’s 1958 Pontiac
Paul Bergstrom’s
1978 Sunbird
Sport Safari

Tomatalk

Officers

December 2018

President - Tony Miller
8044 Wood Duck Tr.
Circle Pines, MN 55014
toplessindian70@gmail.com
651-786-1214		

Volume 43 ~ Number 12

The Tomatalk is published monthly by

the Minnesota Chapter 13 of the Pontiac Oakland Club International. The
Tomahawk Chapter was founded in
1977. The chapter is dedicated to the
preservation and enjoyment of Pontiac,
Oakland and GMC vehicles of all years
and models, stock and modified.
Club events are organized for the enjoyment of our members.

Vice-President		
Todd Lewis

5895 St. Albans No.
Shorewood, MN 55126
651-895-9325
tc.lewis@yahoo.com
		

All letters to the editor should be
signed. Articles, letters and editorial content represent the opinions and
viewpoints of the authors and not necessarily that of the Tomahawk Chapter
or POCI.
web site: tomatalk.org

Secretary - Gary Johnson
12552 Parkwood Dr
Burnsville, MN 55337
612-454-2391

Treasurer - Jim Notch
107 Charity Circle
Montrose, MN 55363
952-594-5000
bigapple14@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor &
Web Site Administrator
Paul Bergstrom
PO Box 68
Maple Plain, MN 55359
763-242-6734
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

Page 1

President’s
Message

The November meeting was full of debate (mostly from my wife) about upcom-

ing fee increases and possible changes to the Club meetings. Thanks to all who
submitted the survey with your input!
It looks like we have to increase fees across the board to cover our costs, and appears that if we have more people to volunteer for jobs, even a one-time little job,
will help keep things running more smoothly. Please let us know how you would
be willing to help, even if it’s for something we haven’t yet thought of.
It is also time for Officer Nominations again, and if you would be interested in
any of the Board positions – or the little jobs -- we would be happy to welcome
some new faces! Please be sure to attend the December meeting, or send an
e-mail if you are interested in nominating either yourself or anyone else as an
officer or volunteering for one of the jobs listed in this newsletter, and we will be
sure to put it in for the final vote on December 20th.
Until then, I hope that your shopping is smooth, your baking is golden, your spirits are lifted, and your car parts are plentiful during this holiday season!
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Tony Miller,
Tomahawk Chief

November Meeting Minutes
11/20/18

December
Membership
Meeting

PM. Todd read last month’s minutes.
The treasurer reported no changes to the
account. We received a check from an
LED light lawsuit settlement for $12.

December 18th
7:00 p.m.

Old Business - Clarification on total
cost of newsletter with production costs
etc are $25.10 per year. Reviewing bank
statements was tabled until next month.

Rosetown
American Legion

The meeting was called to order at 7:02

New Business - Steve M. is concerned
about the low checking account balance.
He recommended not giving the $10
rebate at the banquet, not funding the
pizza party, and raising dues $5 a year
beginning 1/1/19, also possibly doing
an an e-mail only newsletter. Discussion and ideas about how to proceed followed. The club voted to raise dues $5
beginning 1/1/19, to not fund the pizza
party and to not do the $10 rebate at the
banquet. Melissa recommended charging our business card advertisers $30 for
a year if they receive the newsletter by
email. $50 if we mail them a copy. Jim
N. will make this effective 1/1/19.
At car shows a list of you is assigned
to which tasks will help us to better run
the show. A comment was made that car
shows are too long and people are leaving early. Most shows times are set by
the show sponsor.
Up coming events - GM Car Show will
be Sunday, 6/2/19. Prep work on 5/30
at Tony’s house. Set up for the tent will
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700 West County Rd. C
Roseville, MN 55113
be 6/1. Please mark your calendars and
sign up to help out.
Melissa M. said their were 6 surveys
returned. Ideas from members included: making a job description/volunteer
sheet for the upcoming year for working at car shows, social media, advertising etc. (More information on this will
be given out at the December meetingeditor)
Mark B. reported that Steve Englhardt
recently donated some Pontiac parts catalogs to the club (1976-’86). Call Mark
for more details.
Our next meeting will be at the Rosetown American Legion on 12/18. We
will be doing the Officer Elections.
Meeting adjourned 8:42 PM
Submitted by Gary Johnson,
Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

Meanwhile...
Back at the “Pontiac Ranch”

I am sure everyone is crazy-busy this

month, with the holidays rapidly approaching: shopping, making plans
for get togethers with family, friends,
work parties, etc. In the midst of this
all... be safe, enjoy time with your
family and take some time to be thankful and think about all of the blessings,
small and large. If you’re in a rough
spot, hang in there and reach out to
others who may be able to assist and
support you.
Keep those Ponchos rollin’!
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

2019

POCI Convention
Gettysburg, PA
July 16-21, 2019
POCI’s 2019 Convention announcements are being published in the
Smoke Signals. See pages 62-63 in the
November issue for the latest update
on events and tours being planned.
Registration for the event is available
on line ($65) at www.poci.org.
There will be two host hotels: the
Wyndham Gettysburg (717) 3390020 and the Courtyard Marriot (717)
334-5600 (both now sold out).
There is a list of overflow hotels and
campground information on the poci.
org website.

CONTRIBUTORS
Thanks to David Rogalla for sharing
some photos and story about his ‘58
Pontiac Star Chief. Thanks also to Melissa Miller for the club calendar and
other documents prepared for the club.
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David Rogalla’s

Hello Fellow Tomahawk Members!
Well, I finally got her done after 16 years. She is a 1958 Pontiac Star Chief hardtop. It has the Tri-Carb with a standard 3-speed on the column (3 on a tree). The
color code on the car is ZVV which is Golden Jubilee gold and Patina Ivory. I
have full documentation from the day Charles Pitts ordered it new on May 18,
1958 from Gustafson Motors in Libertyville, Illinois. The car listed for $3645.06.
He traded in a 1956 Pontiac and paid a balance of $1651.00. The “Z” Code color
was $26.78 extra. I have the original Illinois title. In the glove box was the receipt for seat covers which were installed on June 28, 1958.
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1958 Pontiac Star Chief
This car was his pride and joy so has driven it sparingly, only had a little over
19,000 miles when I purchased it from his son. Charles died in 2002. I purchased this car May 8, 2002. I did a complete body off restoration. This car
seems to be a rather low number production car. I have never seen or heard of
another one. I contacted Lars Elofsson (Starman 58) and Tim Dye and they have
never seen one. Any information you may have would be greatly appreciated. I
have tried to be as correct as possible even to the T-3 headlights I got from a guy
in Iowa at the POCI Convention in Wisconsin.
Thank you, David Rogalla

Thanks to Karen Ford for the “Pluggers” submission.
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1978 Sunbird Sport Safari

My ‘78 Sunbird Sport Safari
grew up in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
It was just a tired out, used car
when I purchased it in the late
1990s. I saw potential. It was
rust free and I wanted to make
a cool, retro mini-panel truck, I
was able to find some rear window metal inserts from a Chevy

Vega “Panel Express Wagon” at French Lake Auto
Parts. The Sunbird has a 231 c.i. V6 with an automatic transmission and A/C. The sidepipes are
functional and the 13” aluminum wheels were a
factory option. Thanks to Tom Hegland for getting
them reconditioned.
Other aftermarket additions were the front spoiler, tinted windows and a sunroof. It sure is a fun cruiser, many people have no clue what it is. Other people,
who grew up driving in the 1970s remember the Vega (for better or worse, usually for worse!) and always have stories to share, like: “I had one in college”,
or “My parents had one when I grew up”, or “The worst car I ever owned”, etc.
When I was younger, I used to buy Vegas and Astres for my winter beaters.
Sunbirds, Starfires and Monzas too! I’ll bet I owned over 20 H-bodies over the
years but this Sport Safari is by far my favorite. I converted the regular dash
to the simulated woodgrain “GT” dash with factory guages and also installed
a “Formula” Pontiac steering wheel. It’s my “Little Widetrack” Silver Steak
commuter car - just watch out for the speed bumps with that low chin up front!
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Club
Calendar
for 2019
CLUB CALENDAR
2019

Month

Activities

January

Banquet

February

ANNUAL REPORT DUE

March
April

Coordinator

Liane Jensen

Pizza Party
Route 65 Spring Show

Todd Lewis

GM Show

Terry Ford

May
June

POCI Convention
July
August
September

POCI Convention - Gettysburg, PA

Car Cruise
Route 65 Fall Show

Tony Miller

November

Officer Nominations

All

December

Board Elections

All

October

OFFICER
NOMINATIONS
We will be nominating and voting on
the club officers and
other positions at the
December meeting.
Here is a nomination
form to use if you’d
like to bring it to the
meeting.

Position

Nomination Name

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Committee Chair
Newsletter Editor
Membership Chair
Quartermaster
Historian

Send want ads to: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com
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Classifieds

~ Parts Wanted ~

~ Parts For Sale ~
1958 Pontiac Bonneville parts: stainless trim, moldings, chrome, interior
parts, body parts, wiring connectors,
and other parts for sale, most in very
nice condition. For a complete listing,
email 1958.Pontiac.Bonneville@
gmail.com, Robert Grossenbacher
(608) 522-4998 WI (4/19)
1962 Pontiac: Have many 1962 Pontiac
P/8 parts for sale. 1953 Pontiac lighted
hood ornament, beautifully rechromed
by J.R chrome plating, just picked up
from plater. Lucite Indian head is original and also polished, email me for pictures. $1,000. Contact Nick at (651)
263-5918 or email nmann7701@comcast.net (4/19)

Wanted: set of (4) restored 14 x 6
Rally II wheels in 4 3/4” bolt circle.
Don’t need any trim. Thanks. John
Zeglin (763) 972-2907
Wanted: ‘68 Catalina: driver’s side
door sill plate w/Fisher Body logo.
Martin Johnson (612) 788-6692
Wanted: Plastic speedometer driven
gear for 1962 Pontiac Grand Prix w/
Borg-Warner T-10 4-speed manual
transmission- 19 tooth, Light green,
and large O.D. gear (.870) The G.M.
part number was 537652 from the
1962 Pontiac parts manual. Contact Nick Mann at (651) 263-5918,
nmann7701@comcast.net

1968-69 Firebird engine 400 auto YT
code on block, Cleaned, magnafluxed,
standard bore, Casting # 9790071, Pontiac 350/400 V8 crankshaft, #9773524
modular cleaned, Pontiac OHC 6 crankshaft #3820618N, cleaned. Contact
Robert Knudtson (701) 371-0810

Wanted: 1957
Pontiac 3-bar
spinner hubcaps. Jack
Shemmory
(651) 437-5564

1963 & 1964 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
‘64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email
with needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612)
377-8256 or edpont@kodet.com
Pair ‘67 GTO trunk extension moldings, polished original parts in excellent condition, reduced price to $50.
Bob Tueffel (763) 434-1208

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 bigapple14@comcast.net
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Send want ads to:
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

