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The Tomatalk is published monthly 
by the Minnesota Chapter 13 of the 
Pontiac Oakland Club International. 

The Tomahawk Chapter was founded 
in 1977. The chapter is dedicated to 
the preservation and enjoyment of 

Pontiac, Oakland and GMC vehicles 
of all years and models, stock and 

modified. 

Club events are organized for the en-
joyment of our members. 

All letters to the editor should be signed. 
Articles, letters and editorial content 
represent the opinions and viewpoints 
of the authors and not necessarily that 
of the Tomahawk Chapter or POCI.

web site: tomatalk.org

Tomahawk Chapter
Officers

President - Tony Miller 
8044 Wood Duck Tr.

Circle Pines, MN 55014
toplessindian70@gmail.com 

                  651-786-1214  
 
  Vice-President  

Todd Lewis
5895 St. Albans No.

Shorewood, MN 55126            
651-895-9325

tc.lewis@yahoo.com
  

Secretary - Steve Weese
8838 Baltimore St. NE

   Blaine, MN 55449  
763-780-0937

              steveweese@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer - Jim Notch
107 Charity Circle

Montrose, MN  55363 
952-594-5000

bigapple14@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor &
Web Site Administrator

Paul Bergstrom
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359
763-479-2248

pontiacpaulb@gmail.com 



President’s Message

Our May meeting was a food favorite, held at Wagner’s 
Drive-In. The food was a delicious way to kick off the 
summer ahead, and it was great to see some fresh faces 
at our meeting! Discussions centered mainly on the up-
coming GM Show at the State Fairgrounds on Sunday, 
June 5th. 

Other events in June include a Club BBQ at my house on June 11th, kids ands 
families welcome. While we understand that summer is a busy time, we hope to 
see many members at one of the two events, to both enjoy those coveted Pontiacs 
and to bask in the warmth of friends with similar interests. Welcome to car season. 
Hope to see you all soon!             
              Tony Miller, Tomahawk Chief
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Pontiac Pursuit
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May Meeting Minutes
5/17/16

We met at Wagner’s Drive In. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm, 
there were 20 members present. 

Last meeting’s minutes were read and a 
treasurer’s report was given.

New Business- income from the April 
car show in Ham Lake was approxi-
mateley $400. 

Jim Notch announced a new member-
ship drive idea: the member that refers 
and signs up Tomahawk Chapter mem-
ber #900 will get a 1-year membership 
extension. We will work on a special 
membership sign up form. 

The “Defeat of Jesse James” car show 
in Sept. 10th in Northfield, MN. 

We talked about a possible cruise this 
year to Spomer’s museum in Worthing-
ton, MN.

Old Business- we need help with fill-
ing out the window cards for the pre-
registered GM Car Show attendees. We 
will meet at the Miller’s on June 2nd. 
We need members to be by our tent at 

June Meeting
Tuesday, June 21st

7:00 pm

A & W
9061 Buchanon Trl.
Inver Grove Heights, 

MN
(651) 552-7701

the GM Car Show to promote the club 
and recruit new members.

The June meeting will be held at the 
A & W in Inver Grove Heights (near 
Concord and Hwy 52). The meeting 
was adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Submitted by Paul Bergstrom for
Steve “Mudbird” Weese  

Tomahawk Chapter Secretary
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            Meanwhile... 
Back at the “Pontiac Ranch”
The car show season is off to a great 
start, thanks to those members who 
helped out at our April 30th show. 

Let’s do our best to promote and grow 
both the Tomahawk Chapter and POCI 
this summer. I have extra POCI ap-
plications, Smoke Signals, Tomatalk 
newsletters and application forms, so 
let me know how many you need to 
stuff in your glove box! Hope to see 
you at an event soon. Don’t forget the 
Pontiac Happening on July 30th.

Let’s keep those Ponchos rollin’!  
         Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk Editor

FEATURE CARS WANTED!

Want to see YOUR car featured 
in the Tomatalk?  Contact Paul 
Bergstrom 763-479-2248, or 
email pontiacpaulb@gmail.com 
and we’ll make it happen!

2016 
POCI Convention
Bettendorf, IA
Isle Hotel & Casino

July 12-16
On-line registration is now available 
at poci.org. 

Check the poci.org website for ho-
tel availability and convention up-
dates, or call the the POCI Club Of-
fice at (877) 368-3454. file:///.file/

There will be a drag 
race on Friday, July 
15th, 10am-5pm at 
Cordova International 
Raceway. See the March 2016 Smoke 
Signals for more details.
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Upcoming Events

30th Annual 
Land Of Lakes Muscle Car Classic Car Show 

August 14, 2016  
Arrow Buick GMC 
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Bulletin Board
Got something for the Bulletin Board?   

Articles/updates/photos... old or new, or in between, 
email them to pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

My name is Bob Grant and I live in Winona MN. I have a front end for a 58 
pontiac that I would like to get rid of. It is all apart and currently stored in the attic 
of my garage. It is not perfect and has a small amount of rust at the bottom of the 
fenders. It includes the hood, fenders, front section, bumper and grillAsking $100 
and buyer would need to pick it up at my home. If you or any of your members 
would know of anybody that would be interested they can contact me at 507-454-
6489 or bbgrants@gmail.com
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Eric Byran White was in a roundabout way, really named after his 
dad, Ernest Buddy White. Ernest insisted to his wife Shirley that 
there be no juniors in the family, so Eric was given his father’s   
initials instead (E B W). Eric was born in Lansing, Michigan on  
Halloween Day (October 31), 1955.  

The family soon moved from Holt, just outside of Lansing, to Bad 
Axe, Michigan, where Eric’s love of cars first began to display itself. 
The Whites lived on a busy street in town, and Eric loved to watch 
the cars go by. At the tender age of three, Eric was able to look at a 
car and he could tell you what kind of car it was- by make, model, 
and year.  

Eric’s drawing and illustration skills first became evident when he 
stayed home from school because he was truly sick. Now the White family rule was if you 
stayed home because you were sick, then you had to stay in bed; read something, but you 
could not watch TV. That day Eric was reading a comic book that had a car in it. He told his 
mother he wanted to draw the car. Shirley told Eric to hold the comic book up to the window, 
put a piece of paper over the comic and to trace it. Eric held the comic to the window, put the 
piece of paper next to the comic, and drew the car free hand perfectly instead. That drawing 
stayed on the refrigerator for the longest time according to Shirley. 

After Eric graduated in 1973, he attended Central Michigan University for two years and then 
he transferred to Ferris State University to acquire his Associates Degree in Technical/
Mechanical Illustration. Upon graduation in 1977 from Ferris State University, he worked as 
an illustrator for Auto Dynamics in Detroit, Michigan. After working for two years at Auto   
Dynamic, Eric accepted a Technical Illustrator position with 3M in St. Paul, Minnesota, where 
he remained for 21 years. It would be in Minnesota where Eric’s passion for cars, and      
particularly Pontiac, would ignite. 

While working at 3M, Eric’s passion for cars blossomed. He would 
talk to co-workers and friends about cars. In 1984, Eric and a few 
friends created the Land of Lakes GTO Club and joined the GTO 
Association of America (GTOAA) along with it. Eric was member 
#1. Eric designed many things for the club in its early years, many 
of its club event trophies (which are highly coveted today), the club 
logo and even club jackets.  

Eric was downsized by 3M after 21 years. He decided he was not 
going to work for anyone else in “Corporate America”, and he would 
be his own boss. He moved back to Michigan and started his own 
business, White House Graphics. There, he researched, illustrated, 
and wrote the GTO Association of America Pontiac GTO/GT-37 
Illustrated Identification Guide. According to current GTOAA 
President Tom Oxler, “This guide has become “the authority” on the 
64 – 74 + 04 GTOs and the 70 – 71 GT-37s. We use it to verify 
numbers on engines, carbs, distributors, heads, transmissions and 
differentials. We also use it to verify options available in particular 
years and factory colors of interiors and exteriors.”  

In addition to his GTO/GT-37 guide, Eric began expanding into freelance automotive artwork, 
photographs, and illustrations, through White House Graphics. Eric was a gifted writer as well. 
He was a contributing author to national magazines such as Car Craft, Car and Driver, and 
Hot Rod, just to name a few. He also covered the Detroit International Auto Show in both 
words and photographs with published articles. His illustrations have appeared in many    
issues of Smoke Signals and later, Poncho Perfection Magazine.  

Eric was a very selfless person. Besides being 
humble about his artwork and illustration gifts, 

(Continued on page 15) 

A Quiet Pontiac Legend Passes 
By Dennis Carol 

14 

This is an abridged version. For more pictures, 
stories, and quotes about Eric, read the full, 
unedited story on the Widetracker's website. 
 ~Eds 

Eric’s definitive work: The 
GTO Association of 
America’s Pontiac GTO/
GT-37 Illustrated      
Identification Guide 
originally appeared in The 
Legend as a series of 
"GTO To Go" articles. 
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Reprinted from the June/July Widetracker’s newsletter. 
Many of our members that were around in the 1980s remember Eric. 
He was involved with our chapter and was a very talented and creative artist- Editor

 

 

Eric would do what he could for his fellow man: in his 
Minnesota days, he helped Paul Kilgore get his  
wounded GTO (and himself) back home safely in the 
wee hours of the night after it broke down, he showed 
up to a local boy scout troop meeting to take the boys 
for a classic car ride to a local cider mill, he took Paul 
Deesen to his many eye appointments, he helped take 
his mother back and forth between Florida and     
Drummond Island (MI).  

Eric spent numerous hours doing what he loved–   
researching automotive history facts and trivia then sharing it with the world. In order to share 
it, three years ago he helped start the Automotive History Preservation Society with a website 
called “Wild About Cars”. This society is dedicated to preserving automotive history through 
digitization of automotive printed material for all makes and models. Eric, of course, was the 
Pontiac Brand Manager. Eric was working on a way to scan and digitize all this printed     
material using modern computer technology, and trying to figure out a way of employing and 
retraining returning military veterans in the process.  

Eric moved through and quietly influenced the Pontiac and automotive history and restoration 
hobby. He helped define, in a significant fashion, the Pontiac world we know today. Even 
though he never worked for Pontiac, he was no less of an influence - and a bit of a legend- in 
my eyes. There was no one that Eric couldn’t or didn’t talk to at any level. His love of God, 
family and cars were clear.  

Eric died suddenly on March19, 2016 
after suffering a stroke the day before. 
There was no warning; it was a total 
shock to all of us.  

We have lost a quiet legend. 

Rest in Peace, my Brother in Pontiac. 

“The passing of Eric White is a         
tremendous loss to the Pontiac Hobby! 
Eric was a constant source of good 
Pontiac information, some of which I 
really didn’t want to know! I will miss him 
greatly! God bless him!”                          
 – Jim Wangers 

Special thanks for help in writing this 
tribute goes to: 

 The White family 
 Tim Dye 
 Don Keefe 
 Jim Mattison 
 Jim Wangers 
 Land of Lakes GTOAA Chapter 
 The GTO Association of America 
 The Michigan Widetrackers 

A Quiet Pontiac Legend Passes 
(Continued) 

15 

When I received the email that Eric White had passed 
away, I thought that it was someone’s cruel prank! 
Then I received another…and another confirming the 
same news! How could that be? I had just talked to 
Eric not but a week earlier.  
 
Eric was definitely very passionate about his favorite 
subject….Pontiac! We had a number of spirited     
conversations about the wheel colors for the different 
Pontiac paint colors over the years. He learned some 
new information and so did I. 
 
I remember my first meeting with Eric was at the 
GTOAA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. I believe 
that the year was 1991. He came up to me upon my 
arrival and introduced himself and offered to introduce 
me around to others in the club. He also offered his 
help with the presentation that I had brought to show 
the group. He was always there to offer a helping 
hand to anyone needing help! 
 
Over the years, I had gotten to know Eric and his  
passion for the Pontiac car hobby and more especially 
the GTO. His, of course, being a 1967 GTO           
Convertible. I also learned early on of his tremendous 
talent as an artist. That talent really came to life when 
he drew automobiles…especially the various GTO 
models. 
 
Eric will be sincerely missed by many of us! However, 
more importantly the collector car hobby has lost yet 
another great supporter and asset. I was proud to 
have called him my friend! 
 
Jim Mattison – Pontiac Historical Services (PHS) 
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Want your 15 minutes of Tomatalk fame?
Send in a member profile & photos today!

Kim Bennett Agency, Inc.
2970 Rice St
Little Canada, MN 55113
(651) 482-1598
kbennet1@amfam.com

Sarah Vankempen - 
Licensed Representative
(651) 236-8062
(651) 482-1598 
svankemp@amfam.com

Better service, better 
coverage and better value  
with our great lineup of 
discounts. Call today for a 
competitive quote. 
Your dream is out there.  
Go get it. We’ll protect it.

PROTECT YOUR DREAMS  
FOR LESS THAN YOU THINK.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company, American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio, American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin. 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2013 007366 – 6/13
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1974 Super Duty Trans Am for Sale
Very rare 455SD. Numbers matching 
survivor car. AT. 35K original miles. 
PHS docs and window sticker. Excel-
lent condition inside and out. Admi-
ralty Blue, white seats, black carpet. 
Ready to enjoy now or work on as you 
go. Photos available, contact Marcus 
Johnson: 612-840-2057, copyguy72@
comcast.net.

~ Pontiacs For Sale ~

Todd Lewis has Tomahawk Chapter 
t-shirts for sale. They are $18 each, 
(2) for $32 or (3) for $42. Call Todd at 
(651) 895-9325 to get yours.

~ Pontiacs For Sale ~

1979 Trans Am: made in Van Nuys, 
CA. Purchased on West Coast 2005. 
60k miles, shaker hood, hardtop, all 
original. Many extra parts, shown and 
raced, many trophies. Driveable, 403 
Olds, needs work, restorable. Edel-
brock carb, downsizing, $5,000/obo. 
Steve Thomsen, (507) 367-2268

1973 GP: one owner, no acci-
dents, 400 4 bbl., New carpet 
and seats. 130k miles. Very 
clean. Asking $4,900 (651) 
773-8350 James Pomeroy 
(MN)

1962 Tempest 4-door: SURVIVOR! 
4-cyl, auto, 27K original miles, 1-fam-
ily owned. Stored inside and rust free. 
Unique opportunity to own a survivor. 
All records and receipts go with the 
car, including the original bill of sale, 
original owner’s manual and service 
coupons. Even the leather key cases 
are original. Appraised at $8,300, 
asking $7,200. For more details call 
Louis Fester (763) 784-3248 or email 
lea67@me.com
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS

~ Parts For Sale ~

1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed wind-
shield wiper bezels for single speed 
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed over-
lap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961 
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome 
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir, 
bead blasted, powder coated black & 
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62 
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years) 
$75; rear electric antenna mount, re-
plated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may 
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at 
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918, 
email nmann7701@comcast.net

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts. 
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts, 
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with 
needs. Ed Kodet  Evenings (612) 377-
8256 or edpont@kodet.com

For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac 
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good 
condition $250; 1963 reproduction 
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50. 
1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker 
panel covers. Doug (651) 786-2145 

For sale: (1) TH-350 tranny cross-
member (used) for 75-81 F-body $30; 
(1) TH-400 tranny crossmember (new) 
for  70-74 F-body  $50. 2006-770 
Street Avenger, vacuum secondaries, 
elec. choke $250. Contact Todd Lewis 
(651) 895-9325 tc.lewis@yahoo.com

1969 Firebird subframe and a rear 
bumper for ‘61-’62 Pontiac Tempest 
Station Wagon. Bob at (701) 371-0810.

Send want ads to:
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

1968 GTO: black bucket seats, exc. 
condition $600.  Jack Converse (320) 
815-3488

Pair ‘67 GTO trunk extension mold-
ings, polished original parts in excel-
lent condition. $90.   Bob Tueffel  
(763) 434-1208

For Sale:  4- ‘57  rims $100, ‘58 fender 
skirts  3pr. $100 per set, ‘57 bullets  3ea 
$40 ea, ‘62 Bonneville tailight ends 
$100 ea  and center piece  $250.Con-
tact Lisa at (612) 978-3779 or email  
lmg196887@gmail.com

Radiator shroud for ‘68 full-size Pon-
tiac-FREE; front grille insert for ‘91-
’91 Bravada $20/b.o.; new K&N filter 
#NM33-2042 fits ‘90s GM $20/b.o.; 
Martin Johnson (612) 788-6692 (7/16)

Hood for ‘77-’81 Firebird Formula 
$200, Mike Winkleman (515) 538-0086 
(IA)

1979 Trans Am: 403 auto, been in stor-
age for the last 14 yrs, blue w/blue cloth 
interior. Runs and drives, has some rust. 
$5,000 or b/o. Mike Winkleman (515) 
538-0086 (IA)
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TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

12 issues: 

$250 full page
$150 half page

$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac 
Gary VanKempen

763-561-3911

1942-54 
Al Longley 
763-421-6953

1955-62 - Position Open 

1963-72 
Rollie Pederson  

763-434-7400

1973-2010 - Position Open  

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

Firebird & Trans Am 
Tom Hegland  

651-592-9305
  TATA455@aol.com

Club Historian
Mark Boyum

651-462-8493 

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

tomatalk.org

Photos and stories of member 
cars wanted. Send them by mail, 
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk 
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359

e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

~ Wanted ~

Wanted set of (4) restored 14 x 6 Rally 
II wheels in 4 3/4” bolt circle.  Don’t 
need any trim. Thanks.  John Zeglin 
763-972-2907

1949 Pontiac: chrome for lower front 
portion of hood. Mike Theim (920) 
261-6724 (WI)

‘68 Catalina: driver’s side door sill 
plate w/Fisher Body logo. Martin 
Johnson (612) 788-6692

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952-
594-5000 email bigapple14@comcast.net

Wanted: #13 heads for a 1970 GTO 400 
engine, Fred Klokonos (507) 332-7060
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Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ

- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service

Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500

Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus

Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411

(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447

(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)

www.powdercoatingtech.com

Support our advertisers!



 

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter 
Membership Application Form 

 

 
                                       POCI Membership Number: __________   
 

Membership in the Pontiac Oakland Club International is encouraged (see poci.org) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________ 
 
Country: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________ 
 
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________ 
 
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________ 
 
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter) 

 
$15.00 for an “electronic” membership, newsletter received via email 

 
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO: 

 Jim Notch, 107 Charity Circle, Montrose, MN 55363 
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