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The Tomatalk is published monthly by 
the Minnesota Chapter 13 of the Pon-
tiac Oakland Club International. The 
Tomahawk Chapter was founded in 
1977. The chapter is dedicated to the 
preservation and enjoyment of Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles of all years 
and models, stock and modified. 

Club events are organized for the en-
joyment of our members. 

All letters to the editor should be signed. 
Articles, letters and editorial content 
represent the opinions and viewpoints 
of the authors and not necessarily that 
of the Tomahawk Chapter or POCI.

web site: tomatalk.org
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Secretary - Steve Weese
8838 Baltimore St. NE

   Blaine, MN 55449  
763-780-0937

              steveweese@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer - Jim Notch
107 Charity Circle

Montrose, MN  55363 
952-594-5000

bigapple14@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor &
Web Site Administrator

Paul Bergstrom
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359
763-479-2248

pontiacpaulb@gmail.com 
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‘Twas the night before the banquet  
And the garage was quite warm 
But an idea was forming 
(The start of a storm!) 
 
The wrenches were hung 
By the toolbox with care 
So into the house…*sigh* 
Yes--mechanics beware! 
 
I gave her a peck 
On her rosy little cheek 
And then brought up my new project 
-No time to be meek!- 
 
I begged and I pleaded 
And convinced her my cause 
And threw in a promise, 
(Which made room for a pause) 
 
Mama with her checkbook 
And myself with a list 
Then I got her settled 
Because ‘boy, was she p*ss*d!’ 
 
Away to the auto store 
I flew like a dash 
Before she changed her mind, 
As is could be the last! 
 

 
The parts that I coveted  
Were shiny and new 
And with stars in my eyes 
My plans only grew 
 
With the car and my driving 
So lively and quick 
I knew in a moment 
This wasn’t a trick 
 
Faster than a big block 
And not nearly so tame 
I whistled and shouted 
And called them by name— 
 
Come Todd! and Steve! 
And Jim! and Paul! 
Hurry Nick! and Terry! 
And Rollie! and All! 
 
As we gather together 
On this project anew 
I know our love of cars 
Will surely hold true 
 
Yes we can do anything 
(that our wives let us do) 
And I hope for this Christmas 
All your dreams come true! 

 
            
Tony Miller, Tomahawk Chief

President’s Message
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December
 Meeting Minutes

12/15/15
We met at the Miller’s surrounded by 
lots of cool car and snowmobile stuff.
The meeting was called to order at 
7:20 with 15 member’s present. Last 
month’s minutes were read and accept-
ed. Paul had some treasurer’s items to 
report from Jim. Please send your ban-
quet reservation forms to Jim if you are 
planning to attend.

Old Business- Route 65 Show: The 
business has been sold and is now Spe-
cialty & Classic Cars. We are still on 
for our show in April We discussed 
changes we could make to the show. 
We would like to get more bikes and 
swappers to attend and would be will-
ing to have more of a flea market in 
the swap area. It is still an “American 
Branded” show for motorcycles and 
cars. It was decided to increase the 
entry fee to $10 for vendors and swap-
pers. Show entries are still $5

New Business- We could have a show/
meeting at Zee’s Diner, a 50’s style 
restaurant, next summer. We discussed 
having a meeting at Norm’s Tire. APT 
fixed Terry’s tachometer, they are right 
across from Total Engine.

PLEASE NOTE:

The next membership
meeting will be at the 

annual banquet on 
January 30th.

Hope to See You There!

Nick is having some custom parts made 
for the interior of his car. Chapter offi-
cers will stay the same for next year as 
nobody new wanted to run for election.
Terry asked for us to bring some mem-
orabilia to the banquet. Melissa asked 
about next year’s banquet, and we de-
cided to wait to see how it goes at this 
year’s location.

Steve “Mudbird” Weese  
Tomahawk Chapter Secretary
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            Meanwhile... 
Back at the “Pontiac Ranch
As we say goodbye to another year, 
and start filling in commitments on our 
2016 calendars, be sure to make plans 
to attend our annual banquet. 

Thanks to Blue and Terry and Karen 
Ford for their contributions to this is-
sue. Please consider sending in your 
stories and photos. How about some 
tech tips or “lessons learned”? 

Best wishes to all in the New Year!
Let’s keep those Ponchos rollin’!  

         Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk Editor

2016 
POCI Convention
Bettendorf, IA
Isle Hotel & Casino

July 12-16
On-line registration is now available 
at poci.org. 

Check the poci.org website for hotel 
availability and convention updates, or 
call the the POCI Club Office at (877) 
368-3454. 
 Bring on the snow!
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Hi Paul, we had a chance to meet Art a few years ago at a POCI convention. He 
was autographing his prints for us. I didn’t have my 2+2 print along so I had to 
wait until the following convention to have him sign it. He looked at it and said 
that he didn’t remember drawing it and didn’t have a copy in his collection. He 
signed it as it had his “AF” initials. I agreed to make a copy when I got home and 
send it to him. Karen and I were at an antique store and found a copy in a maga-
zine so I was able to send him an original magazine print.The caption reads “Stop 
telling me I’m beautiful, It’s what’s inside that counts.  Pontiac 2+2 one of the 
quick wide track tigers.” Our condolences to Art’s family, we are losing too many 
friends like him. Happy Holidays to you all.   Terry and Karen Ford

Remembering Art Fitzpatrick
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The Long Ride Home

Our trip home from the 2015 POCI Convention 
(Louisville, KY)

We got an early start so we could get through Indianapolis and the NASCAR 
Sunday race. The car was running good as usual. About noon we were near Madi-
son, WI and decided to stop at the rest area for lunch and get a much needed 
stretch. When we got back into the car it would not start. It cranked over okay 
but would only backfire as if the timing chain had slipped. This didn’t seem pos-
sible because somewhat recently Dave Bennett and Kenny from Total Engine 
had been over to put in a new cam and chain and set TDC timing. Any way, the 
car would not start. We contacted AAA for help and got no help at all. Karen was 
in contact with her son Jeff and his girl friend Lori. By this time it was 3 pm and 
no help on the way yet. Lori, who is a 911 dispatcher for Chisago Co. said she 
would call Dan’s Towing in Center City to see if they could help. We were hoping 
we could get towed the 100 miles AAA provides for and then be towed the rest of 
the way home by Dan’s. Long story short Dan’s drove out from Center City and 
loaded us on a rollback about 8 pm.Once loaded Karen started to cry because she 
thought the 2+2 looked sad. Karen sat in the back seat of the truck and when she 
turned around to look at the car it was smiling back at her.  We unloaded the car 
into the garage about midnight. Bob’s trip took longer because of a roll over near 
Hudson and slow traffic thru the Dells area. When Bob arrived he got a bigger 
hug than any I ever got. We don’t want to discuss the towing bill unless you want 
to buy me a drink! But AAA did reimburse some of the cost. If you want to drive 
‘em you must be ready for days like this. At home we did a compression check 
and found the timing chain was okay.  A spark test looked okay. Hmm...thinking 
the MSD ignition box failed I started by changing out the MSD coil first. That 
motor didn’t turn over 1/2 revolution and started. So now we carry a coil, MSD 
box and a fuel pump. Spare parts if needed. I always carried tools but no parts. A 
special thanks goes to Nick Mann who offered to drive back out to the Dells and 
help us out. A long day for sure but we made it home. 
            Terry and Karen Ford
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Days Gone By

Pontiac & Tomahawk Artifacts
We are asking members to bring any interesting Toma-
hawk Chapter and/or Pontiac related artifacts to the an-
nual banquet. We will have a table set up to display the 
items. Also, if you want to bring any items for “auction” 
and donate the proceeds to the chapter, we can do that at the end of the evening, 
after the gift exchange. I plan to bring some of the original Tomahawk Chapter 
charter paperwork and petition to bcome a POCI Chapter (from 1977).

I recently had a phone converation with “Blue” (Mike Arries)  about the days 
gone by, as related to our younger days and our experiences with our Ponchos. 
I told him we need to get these stories written down and published, he agreed to 
try. How about your stories- with your current vehcile or with one long gone? If 
you have any vintage photos to accompany the story that would be great also! 
Stay tuned for Blue’s stories about the Pontiacs from his past, pictured below.
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2016 Tomahawk Chapter Annual Banquet  
 

 
Saturday, January 30th, 2016 

 6:00 pm Cash Bar ~ 7:00 pm Dinner Buffet 
 

Dinner Buffet: Sliced Roast Beef, Fried Chicken, Lasagna; mixed green salad, pasta salad; 
fresh vegetable tray, mashed potatoes and gravy, hot vegetable, au gratin potatoes, sage 
dressing, dinner rolls and coffee. 

 

Guldens Restaurant & Bar 
2999 Maplewood Drive, Maplewood, MN 55109  Phone 651-482-0384 

 
The pre-paid banquet reservation is NON-REFUNDABLE. 

On the night of the banquet, the Tomahawk Chapter will reimburse $10.00 to each club member. 
OPTIONAL: We will do the gift exchange again. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

2016 TOMAHAWK CHAPTER BANQUET RESERVATION FORM 
Dinner Buffet price is $23.00 per person (includes tax and gratuity) 

 
NAME ________________________________________________    # ATTENDING ________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY/STATE/ZIP _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE NUMBER ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE MAIL THE BOTTOM HALF OF THIS FORM ALONG WITH $23.00 FOR EACH MEAL.  
RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY JANUARY 15th.  MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: TOMAHAWK 
CHAPTER AND MAIL TO: 
 
     TOMAHAWK CHAPTER, C/O JIM NOTCH, 107 CHARITY CIRCLE, MONTROSE, MN 55363 
 

Questions? Call Jim 952-594-5000 or email:  bigapple14@comcast.net 

Banquet Sign Up Form

Hope to see you there!
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Want your 15 minutes of Tomatalk fame?
Send in a member profile & photos today!

Kim Bennett Agency, Inc.
2970 Rice St
Little Canada, MN 55113
(651) 482-1598
kbennet1@amfam.com

Sarah Vankempen - 
Licensed Representative
(651) 236-8062
(651) 482-1598 
svankemp@amfam.com

Better service, better 
coverage and better value  
with our great lineup of 
discounts. Call today for a 
competitive quote. 
Your dream is out there.  
Go get it. We’ll protect it.

PROTECT YOUR DREAMS  
FOR LESS THAN YOU THINK.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company, American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio, American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin. 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2013 007366 – 6/13
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~ Pontiacs For Sale ~

It’s time to split up the ‘real’ 200 Day-
tona 500 Pace Cars. Check out this link 
for more photos & information:
http://www.daytonapacecars.com/id12.
html
GMMG’s for sale..........
h t tp: / /www.daytonapacecars .com 
/id21.html
Contact Jim Smith - GMMG Registry 
@ (715) 529-0898 
E-Mail:  info@gmmgregistry.com

1962 Tempest:  4-door, 27K original 
miles, 1-family owner. Unique oppor-
tunity to own a survivor with all docu-
mentation since new! For more details 
call Louis Fester (763) 784-3248 
(MN) 
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS

~ Parts For Sale ~

1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed wind-
shield wiper bezels for single speed 
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed over-
lap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961 
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome 
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir, 
bead blasted, powder coated black & 
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62 
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years) 
$75; rear electric antenna mount, re-
plated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may 
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at 
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918, 
email nmann7701@comcast.net

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts. 
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts, 
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with 
needs. Ed Kodet  Evenings (612) 377-
8256 or edpont@kodet.com

For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac 
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good 
condition $250; 1963 reproduction 
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50. 
1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker 
panel covers. Doug (651) 786-2145 

For sale: (1) TH-350 tranny cross-
member (used) for 75-81 F-body $30; 
(1) TH-400 tranny crossmember (new) 
for  70-74 F-body  $50. 2006-770 
Street Avenger, vacuum secondaries, 
elec. choke $250. Contact Todd Lewis 
(651) 895-9325 tc.lewis@yahoo.com

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952-
594-5000 email bigapple14@comcast.net

Wanted: #13 heads for a 1970 GTO 400 
engine, Fred Klokonos (507) 332-7060

Send want ads to:
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

1969 Firebird subframe and a rear 
bumper for ‘61-’62 Pontiac Tempest 
Station Wagon. Bob at (701) 371-0810.

1955 Pontiac parts for sale: stainless, 
2 wheels, steering wheel, heater sytem, 
call for more details. Al Breitbarth 
(952) 933-4874

1961-1962 Pontiac tri-power air clean-
er. Asking $550. Contact Harry Holm-
berg (651) 206-8179

For Sale:  full size Pontiac parts, ‘57 
& ‘58 and other years. (4) sets of Rally 
wheels, radios ,many sets of hubcaps 
for ‘57-’78, chrome for ‘57, factory 
air, power antenna, fender skirts for 
‘57-‘58 plus many more parts. Valued 
at $3,000, will sell all for $1,000.Will  
sell separately  but would prefer  to 
sell all at once.  Good  stuff to bring to 
swap meets.  Contact Ed & Rosie Hus-
tad (763) 786-1934 or Lisa Hustad at 
(612) 978-3779

~ Wanted ~
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TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

12 issues: 

$250 full page
$150 half page

$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac 
Gary VanKempen

763-561-3911

1942-54 
Al Longley 
763-421-6953

1955-62 - Position Open 

1963-72 
Rollie Pederson  

763-434-7400

1973-2010 - Position Open  

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

Firebird & Trans Am 
Tom Hegland  

651-592-9305
  TATA455@aol.com

Club Historian
Mark Boyum

651-462-8493 

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

tomatalk.org

Photos and stories of member 
cars wanted. Send them by mail, 
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk 
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359

e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com



        Page 13

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ

- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service

Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500

Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus

Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411

(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447

(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)

www.powdercoatingtech.com

Support our advertisers!



 

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter 
Membership Application Form 

 

 
                                       POCI Membership Number: __________   
 

Membership in the Pontiac Oakland Club International is encouraged (see poci.org) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________ 
 
Country: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________ 
 
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________ 
 
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________ 
 
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter) 

 
$15.00 for an “electronic” membership, newsletter received via email 

 
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO: 

 Jim Notch, 107 Charity Circle, Montrose, MN 55363 
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