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The Tomatalk is published monthly by 
the Minnesota Chapter 13 of the Pon-
tiac Oakland Club International. The 
Tomahawk Chapter was founded in 
1977. The chapter is dedicated to the 
preservation and enjoyment of Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles of all years 
and models, stock and modified. 

Club events are organized for the en-
joyment of our members. 

All letters to the editor should be signed. 
Articles, letters and editorial content 
represent the opinions and viewpoints 
of the authors and not necessarily that 
of the Tomahawk Chapter or POCI.

web site: tomatalk.org
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   Blaine, MN 55449  
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              steveweese@comcast.net 
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Maple Plain, MN 55359
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President’s Message
Our October meeting was held at Total Engine 
Service in Bloomington, Minnesota.  The meet-
ing was brief, but we had a good turnout and 
some serious shop talk about different projects 
that are in the works.  

This brings us to the close of another summer, 
with most cars being safely put into hibernation 
for the winter.

Hibernation is a state of inactivity and metabolic depression in endotherms.

Metabolism (from Greek: μεταβολή metabolē, “change”) is the set of life-sus-
taining chemical transformations within the cells of living organisms.

An endotherm (Greek: endon = “within”, thermē = “heat”) is an organism that 
maintains its body at a metabolically favourable temperature

My interpretation of this is that without the warm weather our cars become inac-
tive and cannot support our lifestyles, therefore we are depressed.   Luckily for 
us, we have wonderful Club Members to help us get through the long winter! 

On that note, we’ll see you all at the Legion in November for nominations of Of-
ficers and some brainstorming on plans for 2016!

                                                                            Tony Miller, Tomahawk Chief
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October
 Meeting Minutes

10/20/15
We met at Total Engine with 10 mem-
bers present. We started the meeting 
at 7:10 and last month’s minutes were 
read and accepted. Jim was not able to 
make it so we had no treasurer’s report.

Old Business- The Midwest Model 
A Club had a good show and swap. 
The Frankenstieners Club had a huge 
turnout for their Halloween Show 
and was full early. Cool Deadwood 
Nights- The room rates are different 
than thought last month.  If you want 
to reserve a room you should call Am-
ber Schwab with in the next couple of 
weeks at  605-571-2200.

New Business- Paul was not able to 
make it to the meeting.  He did send 
word that he’s working on the banquet 
reservation form and a  new member 
ship roster. There is a member search-
ing for a 1957 Star Chief he used 
to own, it was blue and white with a 
continental kit. Nick is trying to sell 
his Mustang convertible and the lo-
cal Mustang club would not list it for 
him if he was not a member. Route 65 
has new owners, Sue Stang is still the 
manager there. Doug has installed an 
idiot light on his truck, to let him know 
if he left the tailgate down. Steve has 
had problems with his voice-activated 
navigation system on his Chevrolet. At 
least now the dealership admits they 
do have problems, but they don’t have 

Membership 
Meeting

Tuesday, Nov. 17
7:00 pm

 
Rosetown  

American Legion
700 W County Road C

Hope to See You There !

a fix for it. Kenny from Total Engine 
spoke with us about the services they 
offer there. They are all custom built 
and they can do as much or as little as 
the customer wants them to.  The lead 
times vary depending on what work is 
being done and the time of year. Sev-
eral club members have had their mo-
tors built there and all are very satis-
fied with their work. They had some 
neat stuff in there being worked on. A 
couple of Pontiac motors, a magnesium 
big block Chevy and a vintage funny 
car block.

Steve “Mudbird” Weese  
Tomahawk Chapter Secretary
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            Meanwhile... 
Back at the “Pontiac Ranch
Since it’s time to put away our classic 
rides, I have included some storage tips 
from Old Cars Weekly (see pages 7-8). 

Our condolences to the Dewey Miller 
family and friends. Dewey passed away 
on October 28th at the age of 72. He 
was active in the chapter in the early 
years and was most recently working 
on restoring his 1960 Pontiac.

Let’s keep those Ponchos rollin’!  
         Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk Editor

2016 
POCI Convention
Bettendorf, IA
Isle Hotel & Casino

July 12-16
On-line registration is now available 
at poci.org. 

Check the poci.org website for hotel 
availability and convention updates, or 
call the the POCI Club Office at (877) 
368-3454. 
 

Save the Date!
January 30, 2016

Tomahawk Chapter
Annual Banquet

Guldens Restaurant 

We hope to see you at our annual 
banquet, see newsletter insert for 
the reservation form. 
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Look What Followed 
Me Home on Halloween!

1984 Fiero

What a treat- a new addition rolled into the Pontiac Ranch on Halloween!

I made a barter deal on this ‘84 Fiero. It’s a silver plain-jane version of the intro-
ductory year of the Fiero. It has the 2.5 liter 4 cylinder engine and a 4-speed manal 
transmission. With 135K miles, it needs some engine work- looks like a broken 
spring and bad valve for starters. My hope is to get it on the road again and be able 
to teach my son, Ian how to drive a stick shift.

I have always admired the Fieros for there engineering and good looks. My oldest 
brother Dave bought a bright red ‘84 when they were new, and he also had an ‘86 
GT with the V6 engine. This is my first time owning one. 

I am looking for a few minor parts also: an exterior trim piece and the console 
piece that holds the cigarette lighter. If there are any other Fieros owners in the 
chapter, call or email me if you have any tips on what else I should be aware of 
when bringing this one back to life. It looks like I’ll need to work on those pop-up 
headlights too, they aren’t working properly (I think that was a common problem).  
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The Tale of Two Trans Sports
Let’s see, where do I begin. I guess 
a good place would be at the new car 
show in Minneapolis in the late 1980s.  
I remember seeing the Pontiac Trans 
Sport prototype vehicle on display 
and saying to myself, “Cool space-age 
style, I hope these go into production, 
I’d sure like to own one some day!”

Well, it was a decade later in the late 
1990s that I bought my first one. Since then I have owned 3 others, all 1st genera-
tion (1990-92) and also one Chevy Lumina APV.  My family really enjoys the 
dependability and utility of these vans. The 5 individual fold-down seats in the 
back pop out easily so that you can hauls tons of stuff.... like all of the registration 
packets and meterials needed for a POCI convention. Our leave them in and haul 
around your 3 grandchildren!

The ‘92 model shown above was enroute to 
the POCI Wichita convention, even the bison 
gave a “horns up” on our ride! Unfortunately, 
the ‘92 was hit in the front by a red-light runner 
while my brother Jamie and I were on the way 
to the Valley Buick/GMC car show in Septem-
ber. The damage was enough for the insurance company to total it out.  We bought 
it back and now it’s our “yard car” at the Pontiac Ranch, hauling the trailer full of 
leaves to the back woods and other important duties in its retirement years!

Thanks to some time purusing the Minneapolis Craigslist site, we were able to 
find a very well maintained ‘96 Trans Sport with similar mileage, a bigger en-
gine (3.4 vs. 3.1) and a few nice amenities that our early models didn’t have: 
remote-opening side door, driving lights, and the auto-level ride control option. 
Thanks Pontiac, for making the “cool minivan”, despite what those name-
calling “dust-buster van” nay-sayers say!

1984 Fiero
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Want your 15 minutes of Tomatalk fame?
Send in a member profile & photos today!

Kim Bennett Agency, Inc.
2970 Rice St
Little Canada, MN 55113
(651) 482-1598
kbennet1@amfam.com

Sarah Vankempen - 
Licensed Representative
(651) 236-8062
(651) 482-1598 
svankemp@amfam.com

Better service, better 
coverage and better value  
with our great lineup of 
discounts. Call today for a 
competitive quote. 
Your dream is out there.  
Go get it. We’ll protect it.

PROTECT YOUR DREAMS  
FOR LESS THAN YOU THINK.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company, American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio, American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin. 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2013 007366 – 6/13
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~ Pontiacs For Sale ~

It’s time to split up the ‘real’ 200 Day-
tona 500 Pace Cars. Check out this link 
for more photos & information:
http://www.daytonapacecars.com/id12.
html

GMMG’s for sale..........
h t tp: / /www.daytonapacecars .com 
/id21.html

Contact Jim Smith - GMMG Registry @ 
(715) 529-0898 
E-Mail:  info@gmmgregistry.com

HELP WANTED!
TRAILERING MY 
T/A TO THE POCI

CONVENTION
We have registered for the 2016 
POCI Convention in Bettendorf, IA. 
and need your help in getting my TA 
to the show. Looking for a trailer 
(and or truck) to use, borrow, rent 
or hire . . . pay for gas if you own 
a truck. Please contact Tim Herrera 
ASAP via email (herrera220@msn.
com) or phone (651-484-9927) me 
after 2:30pm M-F.

1973 GP: Model J, 400 4-bbl 
automatic, factory floor shift. 
130K miles. 1-owner and rust 
free, white vinyl roof, glass & 
interior in very good condi-
tion. Asking $6,500. James 
Pomerey, 651-773-8350 
(Oakdale, MN) 

1964 GP: 389 4 bbl. From 
AZ, rust free, in primer (was 
Cream exterior) blue interior, 
A/C, 8-lugs included. Asking 
$6,500. Jeffco Ent., 319-352-
2511 or 319-230-5463 (Wa-
verly, IA)

Died October 28, 2015 at age 72
Resident of Stillwater, MN

Longtime employee of Washington 
County, Dewey was a member of St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church, Pontiac 
Oakland Club and Tomahawk Chapter, 
Hazelden Alumni and contributor.

DEWEY 
MILLER

Rest In
Peace
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS

~ Parts For Sale ~

1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed wind-
shield wiper bezels for single speed 
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed over-
lap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961 
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome 
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir, 
bead blasted, powder coated black & 
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62 
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years) 
$75; rear electric antenna mount, re-
plated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may 
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at 
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918, 
email nmann7701@comcast.net

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts. 
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts, 
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with 
needs. Ed Kodet  Evenings (612) 377-
8256 or edpont@kodet.com

For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac 
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good 
condition $250; 1963 reproduction 
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50. 
1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker 
panel covers. Doug (651) 786-2145 

For sale: (1) TH-350 tranny cross-
member (used) for 75-81 F-body $30; 
(1) TH-400 tranny crossmember (new) 
for  70-74 F-body  $50. 2006-770 
Street Avenger, vacuum secondaries, 
elec. choke $250. Contact Todd Lewis 
(651) 895-9325 tc.lewis@yahoo.com

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952-
594-5000 email bigapple14@comcast.net

Wanted: #13 heads for a 1970 GTO 400 
engine, Fred Klokonos (507) 332-7060

Send want ads to:
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

1969 Firebird subframe and a rear 
bumper for ‘61-’62 Pontiac Tempest 
Station Wagon. Bob at (701) 371-0810.

1955 Pontiac parts for sale: stainless, 
2 wheels, steering wheel, heater sy-
tem, call for more details. Al Breitbarth 
(952) 933-4874

1961-1962 Pontiac tri-power air clean-
er. Asking $550. Contact Harry Holm-
berg (651) 206-8179

For Sale:  full size Pontiac parts, ‘57 
& ‘58 and other years. (4) sets of Rally 
wheels, radios ,many sets of hubcaps 
for ‘57-’78, chrome for ‘57, factory 
air, power antenna, fender skirts for 
‘57-‘58 plus many more parts. Valued 
at $3,000, will sell all for $1,000.Will  
sell separately  but would prefer  to 
sell all at once.  Good  stuff to bring to 
swap meets.  Contact Ed & Rosie Hus-
tad (763) 786-1934 or Lisa Hustad at 
(612) 978-3779

~ Wanted ~
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TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

12 issues: 

$250 full page
$150 half page

$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac 
Gary VanKempen

763-561-3911

1942-54 
Al Longley 
763-421-6953

1955-62 - Position Open 

1963-72 
Rollie Pederson  

763-434-7400

1973-2010 - Position Open  

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

Firebird & Trans Am 
Tom Hegland  

651-592-9305
  TATA455@aol.com

Club Historian
Mark Boyum

651-462-8493 

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

tomatalk.org

Photos and stories of member 
cars wanted. Send them by mail, 
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk 
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359

e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com
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Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ

- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service

Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500

Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus

Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411

(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447

(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)

www.powdercoatingtech.com

Support our advertisers!



 

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter 
Membership Application Form 

 

 
                                       POCI Membership Number: __________   
 

Membership in the Pontiac Oakland Club International is encouraged (see poci.org) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________ 
 
Country: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________ 
 
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________ 
 
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________ 
 
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter) 

 
$15.00 for an “electronic” membership, newsletter received via email 

 
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO: 

 Jim Notch, 107 Charity Circle, Montrose, MN 55363 
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