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The Tomatalk is published monthly by 
the Minnesota Chapter 13 of the Pon-
tiac Oakland Club International. The 
Tomahawk Chapter was founded in 
1977. The chapter is dedicated to the 
preservation and enjoyment of Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles of all years 
and models, stock and modified. 

Club events are organized for the en-
joyment of our members. 

All letters to the editor should be signed. 
Articles, letters and editorial content 
represent the opinions and viewpoints 
of the authors and not necessarily that 
of the Tomahawk Chapter or POCI.

web site: tomatalk.org

Tomahawk Chapter
Officers

President - Tony Miller 
8044 Wood Duck Tr.

Circle Pines, MN 55014
toplessindian70@gmail.com 

                  651-786-1214  
 
  Vice-President  

Todd Lewis
5895 St. Albans No.

Shorewood, MN 55126            
651-895-9325

tc.lewis@yahoo.com
  

Secretary - Steve Weese
8838 Baltimore St. NE

   Blaine, MN 55449  
763-780-0937

              steveweese@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer - Jim Notch
107 Charity Circle

Montrose, MN  55363 
952-594-5000

bigapple14@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor &
Web Site Administrator

Paul Bergstrom
1165 County Road 83

Independence, MN 55359
763-479-2248

pontiacpaulb@gmail.com 



President’s Message
It’s been a really fun start of the year with ban-
quets and pizza parties, but now it is time to get 
down to business!

At our March meeting we were informed that 
Jim Felker is fighting pneumonia—our thoughts 
and prayers are sent to him with hopes that he is 
back to full health as soon as possible!

Our first Car Show of the season will be held at Route 65 on April 26th—that 
means it is time to get those cars out of storage and tuned up.  Some quick tips 
would be charge the battery, check the oil, check the antifreeze, check the air pres-
sure in the tires, wash and wax.  If you happen to drink any beer while you do this 
maintenance, be sure to sleep it off before getting behind the wheel.

Our next meeting is April 15th at the Rosetown Legion (remember to drop your 
taxes in the mailbox before you come to the meeting!)  We will be discussing 
ideas for a Club Family Event for the summer and will be voting on back up Club 
Signatories.  Come if you would like to share any ideas or express your opinions.

 Tony Miller, Tomahawk Chief
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March Meeting Minutes

I arrived late to the meeting, just in 
time to enjoy some of Carbone’s fan-
tastic pizza. There was an ice storm 
that reduced the number of members 
present. Is it just me or is there usu-
ally a storm during our March pizza 
meeting? (Linda Bennett offered up 
this idea... should we change the pizza 
meeting to May? - editor)

New Business- We discussed the need 
to have a co-treasurer.  Most members 
thought it would be best to have a club 
officer fulfill this position.  We decided 
to have a vote at the next meeting. Jim 
Felker is in the hospital with pneumo-
nia. Fairview Southdale. We will have 
a swap meet the Valley Show this fall. 
You can order our t-shirts now. They 
are 1 for $18 or 2 for $32 or 3 for $42.

There are flyers for the Route 65 Show.  
Please pass them around.  We will meet 
next month at the Rosetown Legion to 
finalize our plans for the show.

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve “Mudbird” Weese  
Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

TOMAHAWK 
MEMBER 
FEATURE

CAR STORIES 
WANTED

This Spring is 
a great time 

to take photo-
graphs and do a 
write up on your 

Pontiac(s).
Contact Paul 

Bergstrom and 
we’ll work out 

the details.

If you car was 
featured years 
ago, let’s do an 
updated article 
so all members 
can enjoy read-
ing about your 
prized  Pontiac!
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POCI’s 2014 Convention
Wichita, Kansas  ~  June 17-21, 2014

Sign up at www.poci.org

April
Membership 

Meeting

Tuesday 4/15
7:00 p.m.

Rosetown 
American Legion
700 County Road C

Roseville, MN

Rosetown American 
Legion Location

Meanwhile... Back at the 
Pontiac Ranch

It  is snowing again as I write this on 
March 24th... we need a nice Spring 
warm up in the next 3-4 weeks for our 
Route 65 Car Show on April 26th - for 
more details see the flyer on page 8. 
Remember how nice it was last year?  
We sure lucked out. No matter what 
thne weather, let’s plan to turn out in 
full force to get the car show season 
kicked off in style!

We have been asked to help find 
GTO Judges to come to the “Pontiac 
Happening IV” that will be help  in 
Chanhassen on July 26th.  We’ll have 
flyers available soon, so you can help 
spread the word on this show also.

Keep those Ponchos rollin’! 
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor
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Come on! Wichita’s Waitin’
POCI’s 42nd Annual Convention

June 17-21st

Sad news from the Pontiac com-
munity. Just as we were going to 
press, we found out that our own 
Mike Nixon, a POCI Board mem-
ber, Tech Advisor Coordinator and 
Performance Years message board 
moderator, has developed Stage IV 
colon cancer. Unfortunately, the 
prognosis is terminal- particularly 
tragic because he is only 47 years 
old. 

A PayPal fund for his family has been established. It is:

MikeNixonFamilyFund@gmail.com

Please donate what you can- he has three young children and no way to pay for 
college. Thank you in advance for your generosity, I know that POCI will step up 
to help him, just as he has for the POCI. 

Mike Nixon Family
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Photo and story by Jim Notch.

Hi Paul,

I have a 1946 Pontiac that I’d like to sell.    $14,500
• Always inside in a private collection for a long, 

long time.
• Repainted over 25 years ago – no rust
• Chrome was new or redone. 
• I’ll be detailing it when I get it home.
• Good condition. 

Here’s a link with more info: 
www.daytonapacecars.com/id88.html
 

Thanks,
Jim Smith
1925 120th Street
Balsam Lake, WI 54810
(715) 529-0898

e-Mail Bag

Cover Photo - The New Griep Garage
The Griep Garage was born on January 29, 1934, in Long Prairie, MN.  Arnold Griep, 
after working for several other repair businesses, decided to go into business for himself.  
He leased the Hansmann Garage, formerly operated by Korff & Ellis, and began an auto-
motive repair shop.  In 1935, Arnold acquired the rights from General Motors to become a 
Pontiac dealer and began selling new cars.  Ten years later, Arnold added the GMC truck 
line to his thriving business.  Five years after that, in 1950, he entered the farm implement 
business by adding the Massey-Harris line of equipment.  

In the spring of 1952, the Grieps broke ground on a new building to house their dealership.  
The work was to be completed by the fall of ‘52, but due to delays in getting equipment, it 
was not completed until the spring of ‘53.  On Saturday, April 4, 1953, the Grieps hosted 
a grand opening of their new facility.  They served coffee, doughnuts, and cookies to over 
1,000 people who attended the function.  Many residents also sent flowers which adorned 
the new showroom.  

They stayed in business for several more years, selling cars to not only the public, but also 
to several family members and friends.  Angie and Arnold retired from the automotive 
business in 1961.  After the dealership closed, the Grieps rented the building out and it was 
converted into a Super Valu grocery store for many years.  Today, the building still stands 
in Long Prairie and is occupied by the VFW.
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SUPPORT OUR CHAPTER
BE THERE!!!!

2nd ANNUAL 
POCI MINNESOTA TOMAHAWK CHAPTER  

CAR SHOW & SWAP MEET
 SATURDAY APRIL 26, 2014 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm
 SHOW CARS  

 $5.00
SWAP SPACE 

  $5.00

FREE ADMISSION FOR SPECTATORS
 FOOD VENDORS ON SITE 

 

14954 ABERDEAN STREET NE
HAM LAKE, MINNESOTA 55304

763-434-6565

OPEN TO ALL AMERICAN-BRANDED AUTOMOBILES AND TRUCKS

Rain, 

SnoW or 

SunShine!

Tell ALLOf yourCar
Buddies!
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Tomahawk
T-shirts

WANTED:
TOMATALK

Feature 
Vehicles

Member submissions wanted for 
feature vehicles for the newslet-
ter. I can help write up the story 
and take photos too!  Contact:

(763) 479-2248
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

Car Shows
April 26th: 2nd Annual Tomahawk 
Chapter Car Show & Swap Meet, 
Route 65 Classics, Ham Lake, MN 
Info: Todd Lewis (651) 895-9325

June 8th: St. Paul MN 32nd Annual 
General Motors Car Club Assoc. 
Car Show, all makes swap meet & car 
corral. MN State Fairgrounds, Falcon 
Heights, MN. Hosted by the GMCCA, 
MN Tomahawk Chapter and 12 other 
GM clubs from the greater Twin Cit-
ies area. Show fliers at autoswalk.com 
or gmcca.com, call Terry Ford (651) 
777-7038 or email pontiac2pluss2@
aol.com

June 17-21: Wichita, KS 42nd Annual 
POCI Convention, see www.poci.org

July 26th: Pontiac Happening IV w/
the Land O’Lakes GTO Club at the 
Chanhassen Automotorplex. FEA-
TURE MODEL WILL BE GTO 
JUDGE!!! Please note that Automo-
torplex would like to see us promote 
this event as open to all special interest 
cars, not just Pontiac.  The more cars 
there the better for them so theres a 
place for all your car buddy’s.
 
July 26: Frazee, MN 5th Annual Ty-
ler Shipman Memorial Car Show. All 
models and years are welcome! Pre-
register: www.tylershipmanmemorial-
carshow.com

September 20th: Tomahawk Chap-
ter Fall BBQ and Car Show, Valley 
Buick/GMC, Apple Valley.

Tell ALLOf yourCar
Buddies!

Todd Lewis is taking orders for the 
new Tomahawk Chapter t-shirt. They 
are $18 each, (2) for $32 or (3) for $42.
Call Todd to place your order: (651) 
895-9325.
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SEE THROUGH TIRES 
Amazing new tires from .Michelin Tires, look 
for ‘em in August.These tires are made in 
South Carolina, USA. They had a pair at the 
Philadelphia car show.

Yes, those are ‘spoke’ like connections to the inner part of the tire from the outside tread 
‘wrap!’. Makes you wonder how the ride feels doesn’t it? These tires are airless and are 
scheduled to be out on the market very soon. The bad news for law enforcement is that 
spike strips will not work on these.

Just think of the impact on existing 
technology:

A. No more air valves..
B. No more air compressors at gas 
stations...
C. No more repair kits..
D. No more flats...

I WONDER HOW THEY WOULD 
BE IN THE SNOW & AT 10 BE-
LOW ZERO? -

Something New Under The Sun?

Thanks to Nick Mann for the submission.

From  Tom Hegland,  email: tata455@aol.com

2014 Bandit Run information.  I am going.  Maybe 
you want to go too!!  It starts at the GM Nationals at 

Carlisle!! How much better can it get!! Two Beaches - Virginia Beach and Myrtle 
Beach!! You know you want to.   You don’t have to drive a Trans AM - You can drive 
anything. Fly in, Rent a Camaro, Mustang or Challenger, Fly Home when you are  
one!!!  Sweeeeeeeeeet!!!

Hi Bandit Runners!  The new website is up and running with the new Registration 
system. If you haven’t seen it yet or registered, please check it out! Please go to 
http://theBanditRun.com and click on Register Now. All the Hotel information for 
your reservations is available also, along with the details about this years event start-
ing on June 20th in Carlisle, PA at the famous GM Nationals Car show and ending 
the following week in Myrtle Beach.
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Mail to: POCI 2014 Convention, PO Box 68, Maple Plain, MN 55359

PLUGGERS By Gary Brookins
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS

~ Parts For Sale ~

1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed wind-
shield wiper bezels for single speed 
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed over-
lap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961 
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome 
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir, 
bead blasted, powder coated black & 
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62 
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years) 
$75; rear electric antenna mount, re-
plated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may 
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at 
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918, 
email nmann7701@comcast.net

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts. 
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts, 
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with 
needs. Ed Kodet  Evenings (612) 377-
8256 or edpont@kodet.com

For Sale: 1963 2-door Bonneville 
parts: grille, seats, dash, steering wheel 
& column, trim and misc. Offer/trade 
for Firebird parts. Call  (515) 538-0086 
Mike Winkleman (IA)

For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac 
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good 
condition $250; 1963 reproduction 
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50. 
1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker 
panel covers. Doug (651) 786-2145 

For sale: SSBC GM aluminum, twin 
piston, brake caliper bolt on upgrade 
kit. Still new in the box, w/pads. Fits 
most 70s and some 80s vehiocles with 
11” rotors and 15” rims. Will not fit 
Pontiac Snowflake rims.  $300; (1) 

~ Wanted ~ 

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952-
594-5000 email bigapple14@comcast.net

Wanted: #13 heads for a 1970 GTO 400 
engine, Fred Klokonos (507) 332-7060

Wanted: lower door panels for ‘76 
Trans Am. Mike Winkleman (515) 
538-0086 (IA)

TH-350 tranny crossmember (used) for 
75-81 F-body $30; (1) TH-400 tranny 
crossmember (new) for  70-74 F-body  
$50. Contact Todd Lewis (651) 895-
9325 email: tc.lewis@yahoo.com

For sale: numerous 1970-1976 Fire-
bird parts. Passenger side door with 
glass, rear window, chrome rear bum-
per, gauges, grills. Dash vents, A lot 
of odds and ends and more. Email me 
what you are looking for.
Steven@greeneryschack.com
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TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

12 issues: 

$250 full page
$150 half page

$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac 
Gary VanKempen

763-561-3911

1942-54 - Al Longley 
763-421-6953

1955-62 - Dan Druk 
763-757-8927

1963-72 - Rollie Pederson  
763-434-7400

1973-90 - Dan Druk  
763-757-8927

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

Firebird - Tom Hegland  
651-592-9305

  TATA455@aol.com

Trans Am - Lee Warneka  
612-386-0289

Club Historian
Mark Boyum

651-462-8493 

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

tomatalk.org

Photos and stories of member 
cars wanted. Send them by mail, 
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk 
1165 County Road 83

Independence, MN 55359

e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com
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Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ

- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service

Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500

Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus

Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411

(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447

(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)

www.powdercoatingtech.com

Support our advertisers!



   

 

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter 
Membership Application Form 

 

 
                                       POCI Membership Number: __________   
 

Membership in the Pontiac Oakland Club International is encouraged (see poci.org) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________ 
 
Country: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________ 
 
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________ 
 
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________ 
 
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter) 

 
$15.00 for an “electronic” membership, newsletter received via email 

 
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO: 

 Jim Notch, 107 Charity Circle, Montrose, MN 55363 
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