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Join, Renew, Advertise On-Line • GMC Owners Also Welcome

1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359
763-479-2248
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

President’s Message
HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL PONTIAC LOVERS!
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I hope 2014 finds everyone happy and in good
health.
We had our club elections at the December meeting. Jim Notch and Jim Felker
will share the duties as Treasurer. Steve Weese and Todd Lewis will remain in
their present positions. Tony Miller will be your new President starting in January. Congratulations to both Jim and Tony. As I reflect over the last five years as
your president, I can not believe how fast the time has gone by. It seems that it
was only yesterday that we were planning the 2008 Spearfish Convention. I want
to thank everyone for their support. It has been a real pleasure to serve you as
your President. Tony if you have any questions, you know how to get in touch
with me. I hope everyone can make it to the January meeting in Roseville.Thanks
again everyone!
				
Steve Messer,
(Outgoing) Tomahawk Chief
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The 2014 Board is:
President - Tony Miller
Vice President - Todd Lewis

December
Meeting Minutes

Treasurer - Jim Notch
Secretary - Steve Weese

The

meeting was called to order at
7:06 pm with 18 members present.
The minutes were read and accepted.
A treasurer’s report was given and accepted.
Old Business - Mick said it is cold out!
New Business - Banquet: We have to
choose our menu from six options. We
voted and the winner was the Heartland Buffet. This includes; Tossed Salad with assorted dressings, Italian Pasta Salad, Fresh Fruit Display, Roasted
Turkey, Sliced Sirloin of Beef with
Au Jus, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy,
Country Stuffing and Vegetable Medley for $30.00.
The Club will pay $10 towards each
member’s bill. A $5 deposit is required
that will be returned at the banquet. It
is at Jimmy’s again, social hour starts
at 6 pm with dinner at 7 pm on Saturday, February 15th. We will do the gift
exchange again, with a Valentines’ gift
as an option.
T-Shirts - No new information at this
time.
Board Elections - The only position
with two people running was for President. An election was held and Tony
won.
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Newsletter Editor- Paul Bergstrom
Charitable Giving - We have given
to the Rosetown Legion, Toys for Tots,
and the Salvation Army.
Participation Awards will be discussed at the January Meeting so please
come to share your opinion.
Todd has put 250,000 miles on his
Grand Am and will soon drive it to
Maine. Tony Miller won the drawing.

Steve “Mudbird” Weese

Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

Meanwhile... Back at the
Pontiac Ranch
Thanks to Michael Carmichael for

Membership
Meeting

the back-in-the-day “Man Cave” story,
and special thanks to John Sawruk
Jr. sharing the “Pontiac Popemobile”
newspaper articles from his dad’s files.

January 21st
7:00 pm

Until next issue,

Rosetown
American Legion

Keep those Ponchos rollin’!
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

700 County Road C
Roseville, MN

Annual Banquet
•
•

See the registration form enclosed

Discussion topics:

Annual Banquet sign up
2014 Events

Rosetown American
Legion Location

with this newsletter to sign up for
the annual banquet. It will be held
at Jimmy’s in Vadnais Heights
on Saturday, February 15th. We
hope to see you there!

POCI’s 2014 Convention

Wichita, Kansas ~ June 17-21, 2014
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Tales From The Teepee
Michael Carmichael

You hear a lot of talk these days about “man caves”.

I’m not really sure what a man cave is. I think they
are places where guys only go or hang out--places
like the clubhouse in The Little Rascals! The shack
with the ‘no girls allowed’ sign in badly misspelled
lettering. First, let’s get this straight--why would a
guy not want women around? Okay, okay,
I’m
strange…and proud of it!
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Back to the man cave. I was thinking of this term the other day
when it dawned on me. They existed when I was a little
kid, only they were not called man caves then. Permit
me to explain. I was a kid in the 50’s in Pennsylvania. The houses in our neighborhood were twostory. Under them was a basement. The
man cave! The original man cave!

Every man on the block had his basement.
er went down there. It was a man’s domain.
It was a pleasant
kingdom, actually, and I will try to describe it.
The door to ours was
off of the kitchen. At the bottom of the stairs was sort of a concrete bunker.
This bunker held the furnace, which in our neighborhood was coal. That meant
nearby was the coal bin.
As a kid, I used to like to watch the coal delivery man deliver our coal. The
truck would back up beside the basement while the window over the coal bin was
opened. The chute was placed in the window and the dump bed was raised. We
kids thought this was neat! Now, you might think this was a dirty place to be. Not
really. Our basement was very clean. Every spring when the coal was gone, Dad
would sweep and scrub the floor and walls. This was followed by a good hosing,
and it kept it clean.
Other than the furnace, yeah, it was a guy place. Dad had a desk and chair and
folding chairs for his friends. On the desk was his radio for listening to Pirates
games and a picture of the ‘52 Pontiac with Billy, Nick and myself proudly beside it. There were several sets of shelves, which held his fishing equipment. A
dartboard was prominently hanging where he and his weightlifting buddies could
have a game. My attempt at decorating consisted of several Pontiac hubcaps,
though they were out of the way of wayward darts.

Page 5

One thing they all had
in common was the pin
up calendar. These were
fairly popular when I
was a kid. Service stations, garages, the coal
supplier, and
various
other businesses would
give away these calendars. These are not to
be confused with what
would be sold in a plain
brown wrapper under the
counter. No, these were
similar to the old Betty
Grable World War II pin
up shots, or nose art on
B-17 bombers.
Dad had a box on a shelf that had some old car parts that came from Pop’s Salvage. There was an old, two-barrel carburetor, a Stromberg, that I have no idea
what it came off of, an Oldsmobile transistor radio that worked if you put batteries
in it, an Oldsmobile vanity mirror, a couple of cigarette lighters (from cars), and a
gearshift knob from a ‘36 Ford. Guy treasures, I guess.
Mrs. Merle’s basement by contrast had none of these male treasures. Yes, she
did have a furnace and coal bin, however, she had a washer and dryer down there
and shelves of canned preserves. Our moms, Billy and I, had their washers in the
kitchen.
Mrs. Merle also kept what I would call junk in her basement--things such as an
old loveseat and boxes of books and clothing. I would be surprised if she had any
necker knobs down there! She had one of those dress things in one corner. You
know what I mean…that thing that is shaped like a woman. What do they call
them? Dress dummies? I don’t know.
Mr. Wilmont’s man cave? Pretty much like Dad’s--the furnace, coal bin, and the
normal features. He had a desk with a picture of the ‘57 Star Chief with the top
down. Deborah, Billy and myself were smiling at you from within the lovely
convertible.
Like my Dad, Billy’s had the pin up calendar and a dartboard. There was a Pittsburgh Pirates banner on one wall, and across from it one of his old signs from
his business--Wilmont Electric, a picture of he and his shipmates on the deck
continued on page 9
Page 6

Page 7

Sawuk’s StaSh

Thanks to John Sawruk, Jr. for sharing these two pages from his dad’s files.
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Those Were Man caves - continued from page 6

of a destroyer during World War II hung on a rafter.
The automotive parts that he had were mostly radios.
Since he was an electrician, that made sense. He had a
wooden crate, like an orange crate, that held seven car
radios. They worked. Four came from Pontiacs. The
others came from, I’m not sure.
Like my Dad, his fishing and camping gear was down
there. We kids noticed that mothers or sisters avoided
these wonderful dens of masculinity and had a discussion about it. We huddled
together on the playground to reason why.
“My sister won’t go in the basement ‘cause she said there are mice down there.
Awww, she’s nuts!” David opined. “Me and my Dad spend lots of time there, and
I tell ‘ya, there ain’t any rats or mice there.” Billy jumped in. “Mom and Debbie
won’t go there either. They say men burp and spit and scratch and stuff. Uh-uh!
We don’t spit.”
David and I nodded in agreement, and I injected some nine-year-old wisdom.
“Well, my mom would go down there, but, she said it gets ‘ripe’ if my dad’s
friends are lifting weights. She says it’s more powerful than a locomotive. We
don’t have any rats or mice either.”
That example was in 1958, but, you could use any year. About the weightlifting.
Normally, they would do that in the back yard, unless it was raining or snowing.
I will admit that during these workouts, it could get intense in there.
So, where did the term man cave come from? What is the female equivalency? I
have been giving thought to this. Some would say that the rest of the house was
her cave, though that seems a bit sexist. Truth be told, I don’t think ladies have
a women’s cave, and that could be as Billy once said, “They don’t burp, spit and
scratch.” A fact that I personally will be eternally grateful for.
Back at the man cave…the man on the block who had the best man cave was Mr.
Snyder. Mr. Snyder was in his mid-50s and a widower. He was an accountant
who upon the loss of his wife began to rebuild old jukeboxes for a hobby. Mr.
Wilmont would loan him his electrical knowledge when needed. There were two
operable units in his living room and three in the basement. He was popular with
the teenagers!
You see, man caves are nothing new. Back then, they didn’t have 75” plasma
TVs, and mini refrigerators. That’s okay, because they were real man caves with
man treasures, with old car parts, neat calendars, and the only thing a man needed
was an occasional can of air freshener!
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New Tomahawk Chapter
Decal/Window Cling
Now Available

Tomahawk

Chapter decals and window clings can be obtained from VP
Todd Lewis. Come to a monthly meeting or contact Todd at: 651-895-9325
or email tc.lewis@yahoo.com.

	
  

2014 POCI Convention Registration Form
42nd 	
  Annual

Pontiac Oakland Club International
Convention

June 17-21, 2014
Wichita, Kansas

Convention	
  Activity	
  packets	
  are	
  planned	
  to	
  be	
  
mailed	
  2/15/14.	
  Please	
  check	
  here	
  is	
  you	
  wish	
  
to	
  receive	
  the	
  package	
  via	
  e-‐mail:	
  ☐ 	
  	
  	
  
Club	
  O ffice	
  Use:	
  
Date_____________	
  C heck	
  #______________	
  
Order	
  #________________________	
  

Registration is required for all members, even if not entering a vehicle.

Member Registration Fee: $65.00 ~ After May 1, 2014: $85.00
Non-refundable check or money order made payable to:
2014 POCI Convention, or register on line at: WWW.POCI.ORG
Name __________________________________________ POCI #______________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______________ Zip ______________
Home phone ____________________________ Cell # ___________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________
Credit Card # ______________- _______________-_______________-______________
(Visa, MC or Discover) Exp. Date _________/_________ Sec. Code: _________
IF MAILING THE FORM, send to:

Mail to:POCI
POCI
2014
Convention;
PO68,
Box
68; Maple
Plain,
MN 55359
2014
Convention,
PO Box
Maple
Plain, MN
55359
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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2014 poci convention - June 17-21

For event updates & information see www.poci.org

TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS
~ Parts For Sale ~
1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed windshield wiper bezels for single speed
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed overlap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir,
bead blasted, powder coated black &
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years)
$75; rear electric antenna mount, replated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918,
email nmann7701@comcast.net

TH-350 tranny crossmember (used) for
75-81 F-body $30; (1) TH-400 tranny
crossmember (new) for 70-74 F-body
$50. Contact Todd Lewis (651) 8959325 email: tc.lewis@yahoo.com
For sale: numerous 1970-1976 Firebird parts. Passenger side door with
glass, rear window, chrome rear bumper, gauges, grills. Dash vents, A lot
of odds and ends and more. Email me
what you are looking for.
Steven@greeneryschack.com
1950s Hot Rod, Car Craft and Motor Trend magazines. Large collection
for sale. Approx. 250 issues from the
1950s and 1960s. Contact Ed Hustad
(763) 786-1934

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with
needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612) 3778256 or edpont@kodet.com

~ Wanted ~

For Sale: 1963 2-door Bonneville
parts: grille, seats, dash, steering wheel
& column, trim and misc. Offer/trade
for Firebird parts. Call (515) 538-0086
Mike Winkleman (IA)
For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good
condition $250; 1963 reproduction
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50.
1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker
panel covers. Doug (651) 786-2145

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 email bigapple14@comcast.net

For sale: SSBC GM aluminum, twin
piston, brake caliper bolt on upgrade
kit. Still new in the box, w/pads. Fits
most 70s and some 80s vehiocles with
11” rotors and 15” rims. Will not fit
Pontiac Snowflake rims. $300; (1)

1950 Pontiac Silver Streak Convertible:
straight eight and tranny in car, mostly
complete needs restoration. $4,500 Call
(952) 807-8690 Roger Otto, Moose Lake,
MN (2/14)

~ Ponchos For Sale ~
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Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen

tomatalk.org

763-561-3911

1942-54 - Al Longley
763-421-6953
1955-62 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927
1963-72 - Rollie Pederson
763-434-7400

Photos

and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

1973-90 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

Firebird - Tom Hegland
651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

Trans Am - Lee Warneka
612-386-0289

12 issues:

Club Historian

$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Mark Boyum
651-462-8493
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Support our advertisers!

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ
- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service
Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500
Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus
Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No.
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)
www.powdercoatingtech.com
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~ Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI ~
Membership Application Form
POCI Membership Number: __________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________
Country: ________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________

$15.00/year for “Electronic” Membership

Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter)
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO:
Jim Felker, Treas.; 5500 Merritt Circle; Edina, MN 55436
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c/o Paul Bergstrom, Editor
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

POCI

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter

Happy New Year From:

Make Plans for the Annual Banquet
February 15, 2014 ~ Jimmy’s in Vadnais Heights

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI

