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The Tomatalk is published monthly by 
the Minnesota Chapter 13 of the Pon-
tiac Oakland Club International. The 
Tomahawk Chapter was founded in 
1977. The chapter is dedicated to the 
preservation and enjoyment of Pontiac, 
Oakland and GMC vehicles of all years 
and models, stock and modified. 

Club events are organized for the en-
joyment of our members. 

All letters to the editor should be signed. 
Articles, letters and editorial content 
represent the opinions and viewpoints 
of the authors and not necessarily that 
of the Tomahawk Chapter or POCI.

web site: tomatalk.org

Tomahawk Chapter
Officers

President - Tony Miller 
8044 Wood Duck Tr.

Circle Pines, MN 55014
toplessindian70@gmail.com 

                  651-786-1214  
 
  Vice-President  

Todd Lewis
5895 St. Albans No.

Shorewood, MN 55126            
651-895-9325

tc.lewis@yahoo.com
  

Secretary - Steve Weese
8838 Baltimore St. NE

   Blaine, MN 55449  
763-780-0937

              steveweese@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer - Jim Notch
107 Charity Circle

Montrose, MN  55363 
952-594-5000

bigapple14@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor &
Web Site Administrator

Paul Bergstrom
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359
763-479-2248

pontiacpaulb@gmail.com 



President’s Message
November’s meeting brought nominations for the 
upcoming year for all Club positions.  Final voting 
will take place in December, so if you would like 
to make a nomination please be sure to do so, or 
come just to vote for your Tomahawk Officers.

Club members are also considering a few options 
for the annual holiday party.  If you have an ad-
ditional suggestion please let us know, and this will also be voted on at the De-
cember meeting.

While the holiday season is typically a slow time for the club, we understand that 
things can get quite hectic for you and your family.  We hope that you all have an 
enjoyable season and are able to spend it with those who mean most to you (even 
though your car is probably put away).  Best wishes to you and yours.  We will see 
you at Norm’s Tire for the December meeting.
                                       Tony Miller, Tomahawk Chief
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December Meeting:
Member Vote on 

Annual Banquet Location
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November
 Meeting Minutes

11/18/14

There was nobody home at Norm’s 
Tires so we relocated to the Rosetown 
Legion. Because of the delay, the meet-
ing was called to order at 7:25 with 
15 members present. Last month’s 
minutes were read and accepted. Jim 
Notch gave a treasurer’s report and it 
was accepted. We would like to wel-
come our new member Dan Goggins 
of Andover. He has a 1964 Grand Prix 
and a couple of Corvettes.

Old Business - We still have chapter 
T-shirts for sale. We were wondering 
if we drew any new members from the 
packets we prepared for the Car Craft 
Summer Nationals.

New Business -  Banquet, we were 
thinking of January 31 or February 7 
for dates. Members have suggested 3 
places so far: Gulden’s, Bennett’s Chop 
House, and Cherokee Sirloin Room.

Club Officers - There was no members 
looking to run so the current officers 
have agreed to continue their positions 
next year.  
 
There will be a bonfire at the Miller’s 
on December 6th at 7:00 PM.

Steve “Mudbird” Weese  
Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

FEATURE CARS WANTED!

Want to see YOUR car featured 
in the Tomatalk?  Contact Paul 
Bergstrom 763-479-2248, or 
email pontiacpaulb@gmail.com 
and we’ll make it happen!
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POCI’s 2015 Convention
Louisville, Kentucky  July 21-25
Register on-line at www.poci.org

Meanwhile... Back at the 
“Pontiac Ranch”

Thanks to Fred Menger for the article 
contribution, that’s a great story. We 
need to make contact with that family 
and invite them to join the club!

The temps continue to be a roller 
coaster ride, I hope we get some milder 
weather here in December.

We will be meeting at Norm’s this 
month, decided the date and location 
for our annual 
banquet. Hope to 
see you there.

Best wishes for a 
Merry Christmas 
and happy holi-
day season.

                 Keep those Ponchos rollin’! 
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

December
Membership 

Meeting

December 16th
7:00 p.m.

 
NORM’S TIRE SALES

2767 Long Lake Rd.
Roseville, MN 55113

Norm’s Tire Location
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2015 
POCI Convention

Louisville, KY
Louisville Fair

 and Expo Center

July 21-25
On-line registration is available at 
poci.org. The host hotel is the Crowne 
Plaza-Louisville Airport. 

Check the poci.org website for hotel 
availability and convention updates, or 
call the the POCI Club Office at (877) 
368-3454. 
 

It was back in the spring on 1980, 
wow, 30+ years ago, when my brother 
Jamie and I (in our twenties) jumped 
on an Amtrak train bound for Wilm-
ington, Delaware. The purpose? To 
drive home a prized Pontiac purchase, 
a 1949 Pontiac Sedan Delivery. I had 
been looking for a sedan delivery for 
several years and struck a deal with the 
owner, a member of a Sedan Delivery 
Club that I belonged to.  It made the 
return trip home with no problems, 
althogh we used several quarts of oil 
in the old straight-8 if I remember cor-
rectly. Driving through Chicago was 
harrowing, no visiblity in these old 
panel trucks, I remember Jamie using 
hand signals and being my eyes for lane 
changes! Anyway, the “Fine 49” has a 
new owner from Ottertail, MN who is 
buying up trucks for what he calls his 
“retirement auction” in 7 years. He will 
be selling off his collection of over 600 
panel trucks, pickups and sedan deliv-
ies. 

Saying Goodbye
to an Old Friend

Paul Bergstrom
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Cottonwood man 
buys back 1965 GTO
Story by Ida Kesteloot; Special to 
the Tri-County News, Cottonwood, 
MN

In 1960, Dennis Kesteloot of 
Cottonwood, graduated high 
school and worked with his dad on the family farm in Lyon County until he 
joined the army. Like most red blooded American young men, Kesteloot  had an 
appreciation for the wonderful American made automobiles of that era and was 
drawn to muscle cars. Kasteloot purchased his first car, a black and yellow 1957 
Ford Fairlane 500, two door hardtop, while stationed at Fort Hood in Texas.

“That was a beautiful car and the two tone black and yellow paint job was really 
big back then. I really liked that car but I made the mistake of loaning that beauty 
to an army buddy and he had an accident which totaled that car.”

While working on his dad’s farm, Kesteloot worked on tractors, trucks and count-
less other pieces of machinery. That experience coupled with being assigned to 
the motor pool as a mechanic, gave him a deeper appreciation for the working of 
fine automobiles.

“I talked with my dad after my first car was wrecked and he agreed to help me 
order a new car from an auto dealer in Marshall, Tholen Auto. I had gone to a 
Pontiac dealer in Killeen, TX and looked at the GTO’s and I picked the color and 
the model that I wanted and checked out the price. Dad and I talked it over and he 
agreed to price one at Tholen’s and see what kind of a deal he could make. So he 
ordered my car, a 1965 GTO convertible, baby blue with a white top and a black 
interior. I decide I wanted a stick shift and a four on the floor. What is a muscle 
car without four on the floor? It cost me $2,750 and was with every penny,” said 
Kesteloot.

After coming home on leave, he drove the GTO back to Texas and made a few 
trips back to Minnesota with the car before being discharged.

“There was a drag strip outside of Killeen and some of my friends from the base 
took their cars out there run on the track just for the fun of it, to see who had the 

The Goat Returns
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The Goat Returns
fastest car. It was win a few, lose a few. I didn’t have the fastest, and I didn’t have 
the slowest. I was a lot of fun,” Kesteloot said. After his discharge on February 
28m 1966, he returned to the Marshall area.

In 1967 he married his wife, Ida. “She always tells people she married me for my 
car, I think she is kidding, but once our children started arriving we traded it for 
a family car.”

“I traded it back to Bob Tholen of Tholen Auto and he told me if I ever wanted 
it back to let him know, Tholen never put it on the lot. He kept it in his private 
collection.”

Over the years many vehicles came and went as their family grew to include three 
daughters and three sons. However, the desire of once more owning the GTO 
remained in both his and his wife’s hearts and all their kids grew up admiring the 
pictures of the once prized car.

As fate would have it, a friend called, and told him that the GTO was going to be 
auctioned off. As the weeks before the auction passed, it became apparent that all 
the members of the Kesteloot family wanted the car back in Dennis’ possession.

“Everybody was getting so excited about the auction, I was a little bit afraid that 
the car might not be in the best condition and that they would all be disappointed 
when they saw it, However, I had made up my mind that no matter what its condi-
tion I was going to have the car back.”

“Finally, the auction date, June 24, arrived, and our emotions ran pretty high. Our 
kids took time off from their work to be there – there were 13 of us attending! I 
was really happy to see the old gal looking so good. There was only a small spot 
of rust by the passenger door and everything was original. The car looked great 
for a car its age with 95,000 miles on it.”

“It was a long evening as we waited for almost everything else to be sold. I had 
my own little cheering section with the family standing right there as the bidding 
began. It looked like there were three of us that wanted it but after a few bids flew 
back and forth it began to look like I was going to have to pay a hefty price for it.”

“Then the auctioneer started talking to me during the bidding and I told him that 
the car had been mine when it was new and I was planning on taking it home with 
me. He stopped the bidding for a second and as he motioned to all of us he said, 
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Thanks to Fred Menger for submitting this article, from the Tri-County 
News, as printed in the Lamberton News (October 14, 2014).  Fred says, 
 “I saw the enclosed article in the Lamberton MN newspaper, it’s a fun 
read. I’ve done business with Tholen Auto in Marshall and lived my early 
life in SW Minnesota (Russell, Tracy, Wabasso, etc).”

“This man bought this car brand new and had it when he got out of the army and 
he got all this from having this car and he is here to buy it back.” That was it. The 
other two bidders stepped away and the next thing I knew I heard the wonder-
ful world, SOLD! My wife planted a kiss on me and the kids were hugging and 
laughing.”

“The boys and I popped the hood and checked the air filer and a couple of other 
things. I went to pay for my car which came in quite a bit more than I paid for it 
back in 1965 but still less that I had prepared to pay to have it back,”

“People we didn’t even know came to us and shook my hand and hugged my wife 
congratulating us, telling us how glad they were for us. It was surprising how 
many people actually remember that it was my car way back when,” Kesteloot 
said.

“It is a very classy looking car, a lot of the muscle cars from its day ended up 
wrecked or just weren’t taken care of. We have so many great memories con-
nected to the car. After all, aren’t our best memories made in our early years? I 
will never forget a hot sweltering day in July of ’67 when my brother got married, 
Denny put the top down and piled nine people in the GTO to go from Russell to 
the Brick Manor in Arco for 
something to eat at 1 a.m. All 
the kids are glad we have it 
back and the grandkids from 
the oldest to the youngest 
know they are cool if they are 
riding with grandpa with the 
top down. It has made a fun 
summer and I have really en-
joyed going to Wabasso and 
Tracy for their Tuesday night 
Roll In.”

“The car has only needed some minor tune-up things to be back on the road and 
we all intend to enjoy it a little before we store it for the winter. We know we can’t 
regain our youth but it sure is a great feeling to have it back in our lives and know 
the kids will enjoy it for years to come,” said Kesteloot.
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Want your 5 minutes of Tomatalk fame?
Send in a member profile & photos today!

Kim Bennett Agency, Inc.
2970 Rice St
Little Canada, MN 55113
(651) 482-1598
kbennet1@amfam.com

Sarah Vankempen - 
Licensed Representative
(651) 236-8062
(651) 482-1598 
svankemp@amfam.com

Better service, better 
coverage and better value  
with our great lineup of 
discounts. Call today for a 
competitive quote. 
Your dream is out there.  
Go get it. We’ll protect it.

PROTECT YOUR DREAMS  
FOR LESS THAN YOU THINK.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company, American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio, American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin. 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2013 007366 – 6/13
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Merry Christmas from the
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS

~ Parts For Sale ~

1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed wind-
shield wiper bezels for single speed 
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed over-
lap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961 
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome 
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir, 
bead blasted, powder coated black & 
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62 
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years) 
$75; rear electric antenna mount, re-
plated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may 
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at 
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918, 
email nmann7701@comcast.net

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts. 
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts, 
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with 
needs. Ed Kodet  Evenings (612) 377-
8256 or edpont@kodet.com

For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac 
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good 
condition $250; 1963 reproduction 
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50. 
1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker 
panel covers. Doug (651) 786-2145 

For sale: (1) TH-350 tranny cross-
member (used) for 75-81 F-body 
$30; (1) TH-400 tranny crossmember 
(new) for  70-74 F-body  $50. Contact 
Todd Lewis (651) 895-9325 email: 
tc.lewis@yahoo.com
For sale: numerous 1970-1976 Fire-
bird parts. Passenger side door with 
glass, rear window, chrome rear bum-
per, gauges, grills. Dash vents, A lot 

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952-
594-5000 email bigapple14@comcast.net

Wanted: #13 heads for a 1970 GTO 400 
engine, Fred Klokonos (507) 332-7060

Send want ads to:
pontiacpaulb@gmail.com

of odds and ends and more. Email me 
what you are looking for.
Steven@greeneryschack.com

1955 Pontiac parts for sale: stainless, 
2 wheels, steering wheel, heater sy-
tem, call for more details. Al Breitbarth 
(952) 933-4874

~ Wanted ~

Wanted set of (4) restored 14 x 6 Rally 
II wheels in 4 3/4” bolt circle.  Don’t 
need any trim. Thanks.  John Zeglin 
763-972-2907
 

Winter’s here!
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TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

12 issues: 

$250 full page
$150 half page

$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac 
Gary VanKempen

763-561-3911

1942-54 
Al Longley 
763-421-6953

1955-62 - Position Open 

1963-72 
Rollie Pederson  

763-434-7400

1973-2010 - Position Open  

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

Firebird & Trans Am 
Tom Hegland  

651-592-9305
  TATA455@aol.com

Club Historian
Mark Boyum

651-462-8493 

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

tomatalk.org

Photos and stories of member 
cars wanted. Send them by mail, 
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk 
1165 County Road 83

Maple Plain, MN 55359

e-mail: pontiacpaulb@gmail.com
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Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ

- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service

Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500

Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus

Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411

(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447

(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)

www.powdercoatingtech.com

Support our advertisers!



   

 

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter 
Membership Application Form 

 

 
                                       POCI Membership Number: __________   
 

Membership in the Pontiac Oakland Club International is encouraged (see poci.org) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________ 
 
Country: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________ 
 
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________ 
 
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________ 
 
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter) 

 
$15.00 for an “electronic” membership, newsletter received via email 

 
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO: 

 Jim Notch, 107 Charity Circle, Montrose, MN 55363 



   
  M

in
ne

so
ta

 T
om

ah
aw

k 
C

ha
pt

er
 o

f P
O

C
I

   
  c

/o
 P

au
l B

er
gs

tro
m

, E
di

to
r

   
  1

16
5 

C
ou

nt
y 

R
oa

d 
83

   
  M

ap
le

 P
la

in
, M

N
 5

53
59

M
in

ne
so

ta
 T

o
m

ah
aw

k 
Ch

ap
te

r 

PO
CI

NE
XT

  M
EE

TI
NG

 

De
ce

m
be

r 1
6t

h 
 @

 7
:0

0 
p.

m
.

No
rm

’s 
Ti

re
 S

al
es

Ro
se

vil
le,

 M
N


