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President’s Message
We need everyone’s help with the upcoming

GM show. We will be stuffing goody bags on
the Thursday night (6/6) before the show at the
American Legion. We hope to start around
7:00. The more people we have, the faster it
will go. On Saturday morning I need a few people (5 or 6) to help set up our tent.
We will meet at the Perkins near Har Mar Mall at 8:00. Sunday is the day of the
show. As everyone should know by now this is one of our larger fundraisers. It
is also a great get together. Both Todd Lewis and Terry Ford have guaranteed
sunshine all day. Let’s have a large turnout for Pontiacs. I will see everyone at the
Legion to stuff goody bags.
Steve Messer,
Tomahawk Chief
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Columbia Heights. Wagner’s Drive In
is closed for demolition.

May Meeting Minutes
We met at the Minnetonka Drive In on

a cold and rainy evening with 18 members present. It was a perfect time for
ice cream! I wish to thank the members
for singing Happy Birthday to me. Last
month’s minutes were read and accepted. Jim Felker gave a treasurer’s
report and it was accepted.
Old Business
The Route 65 Show was a success and
we would like to thank all the members
that helped out.
The participation awards did not get
out from this show and we will have to
catch up with those participants.
New Business
GM Show - June 6 will be goody bag
stuffing at the Rosetown Legion. We
will get the people for Saturday tent
and trailer set up at this time. Terry
Ford is now a director of this show and
he plans to pass out fliers at the North
St. Paul Cruise the Friday before the
show.
There is a 91 Firebird for sale at the
Askov Collision Center if anyone is
interested.
The next meeting will be at the Sonic
on 65 south of 694, we believe it to be
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Nick Mann has installed LED’s in
the dash of his car. There was some
drama while doing some bulb testing
but no hair was lost. He could not say
the same for his Mr. Speed T-shirt and
jeans.
Todd Lewis bought his Grand Am 17
years ago and it has accumulated 243
thousand miles. Terry Ford and Nick
went to a show and dyno at Musclecar
Restoration in Chippewa Falls Wisconsin. They do metal work, body work
and engine work at this facility. Todd
can arrange a meeting at the Qa1 Shop
in Lakeville. (It will be on September
17th - Editor).
The Pontiac Happening is June 15,
9-12 at the Automotorplex in Chanhassen. This year’s featured model is the
Firebird.
Kenny from Total Engine asked if we
are going to have a Dave Bennett Memorial Cruise this year.
Paul Bergstrom won the drawing
Respectfully Submitted,

Steve “Mudbird” Weese

Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

Membership
Meeting
Meanwhile... Back at the
Pontiac Ranch

Thanks to the members who attended

the May meeting at the Minnetonka
Drive In. It was a bit chilly! If you are
in the area on any Thursday evening
this summer, stop over at the drive in they always get a good draw of classic
cars and trucks every week.
We have over 900 people registered
for the POCI/GTOAA Co-Vention, it’s
going to be a great event! Those going
should compare travel dates/times and
consider a caravan. I’ll see if I can put
together a list of members and send out
an email.
If you’d like to see you car featured in
the Tomatalk, let me know and we’ll
work on making in happen.
Keep those Ponchos rollin!
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

June 18th
7:00 pm

4910 Central Ave NE
Columbia Heights, MN
(763) 746-9525

New Tomahawk Chapter
Decal/Window Cling
Now Available

The new Tomahawk Chapter decal and
window clings can be obtained from
VP Todd Lewis.

Come to a monthly meeting or contact Todd at: 651-895-9325 or email
tc.lewis@yahoo.com.

Dayton’s Waitin’!

2013 POCI “Co-Vention” with the GTOAA
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“Pontiac Happening III”
June 15, 2013 9:00 to noon
Chanhassen Minnesota
Hosted by: Tomahawk Chapter of POCI tomatalk.org
and Land of Lakes GTO's
WWW.LOLGTO.COM or 651-649-4518

A morning of Pontiac cars, Pontiac People and Pontiac fun - it’s that simple.

Come on out and share your Pontiac show car to project car. All Pontiacs welcome. This year’s Feature Model will be the Trans Am. Special display parking for any other brand/model special interest vehicles. Bring parts or Pontiac
Memorabilia to share or sell. Free coffee and cookies & free admission for all!!
Located at the Automotorplex at 8200 Audobon Road in Chanhassen Minnesota.

A registration form is available to
download from the ETC website.

It would be great if the Minnesota/
Wisconsion members that are close
by would support this POCI event!
go to: www.earlytimeschapter.org/fhr_registration_redwing.pdf

POCI’s Early Times Chapter
“Flathead Reunion” - Red Wing, MN
September 4 - 8, 2013
Best Western Rivertown Inn & Suites
Contact: Lori Hutton (651) 388-1577
The room rate is $79.95 per night.

POCI’s Early Times Chapter focuses on all
Pontiacs 1954 and older.
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Upcoming Car
Shows & Events

June

9th - GMCCA Car Show and
Swap Meet, MN State Fairgrounds

Muscle Car
Classic XXVII

August

June

15th - Pontiac Happening III
Auto Motorplex, Chanhassen, MN

June

4th - Arrow Buick GMC,
1111 Hwy 110, Inver Grove Heights.
2013 Feature car is Oldsmobile.
More informaton:
MuscleCarClassicShow.com

15th - Rock Falls Raceway,
Muscle Car Race

June 21st-23rd - Back to the 50s, MN
State Fairgrounds

July

9th-13th - POCI/GTOAA CoVention, Dayton Ohio see poci.org for
on-line registration

August

2nd - 4th - Ames Performance “Tri-Power” Pontiac Nationals,
Norwalk, Ohio

August 3rd & 4th - Madison Classics

28th Annual Summer Elkhorn Swap
Meet & Car Show - Featured car =
PONTIACS! see madisonclassics.com

Pluggers

September 4th-8th: POCI’s Early
Times Chapter “Flathead Reunion”.
Red Wing, MN. See the ETC website
for more information www.earlytimeschapter.org

September (date TBD) - Tomahawk
Chapter - Valley Buick/GMC Fall BBQ
& Car Show, Apple Valley, MN
E-mail event information to
pcpvnews@ties2.net

Thanks to Terry & Karen Ford
for the “Pluggers” submission.
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Tales From The Teepee
Michael Carmichael

“Coffee & Doughnuts in the Parking Lot”

It was an early spring day, warm, as I pulled into the employee parking lot.

I parked my
‘81 Trans Am there three cars down from the boss’s new ‘84 Trans Am. Nothing unusual,
but, as I neared the employee entrance, I noticed a strange car. Strange in the sense that I
had never seen it before.
The car struck me for its immaculate condition. It was a 1960 Chevrolet Biscayne 2-door
sedan in light baby blue. Of course, I checked it out. A glance inside revealed the factory
rubber flooring and taxi cab seats. It had a floor shift, something it did not leave the factory with. It had two exhaust tips extending beneath the shiny chrome bumper, and the
rear tires were wider than the front, and, yes, it wore the Chevy dog dish hubcaps. It was
backed into its parking space.

I went into work and thought nothing more about it--until after lunch. I came back from
lunch to find my boss and the maintenance supervisor in the face of a tall, skinny, red head
kid of maybe 18 or 19. From what I heard, this was the owner of the ‘60 Chevy. His name
was Mitch Garner. He was 19 and a new hire in the maintenance department as an electrician apprentice. He was being yelled at and, at the same time, he had a grin on his freckled
face. I found out later that was his personality. He was always smiling.
His infraction was smoking the tires in the parking lot. We did not have a security guard
at this time--he was not hired until 1986. We did have rules and regulations against doing
burnouts in the employee parking lot.
Several days later, I was talking with young Mitch. He was a fellow car guy (only he was
a Chevy guy). He liked my ‘81 and my boss’s ‘84 Trans Ams, and he was constantly trying to get one of us to race his Chevy. We had a few fast cars among the employees--a
Corvette, a hand full of Trans Ams and Z-28s, and even a 440 powered Dodge Coronet.
Now, I have been known to engage a street race or two. However, this kid’s old Biscayne
was now motivated by a built 454 topped by a Holley the size of a 5-gallon bucket! It
didn’t take much thinking to leave him alone. What Mitch had was pretty much a street
driven gasser. He told me it had been his grandfather’s, and upon his passing it had become
his. In the year that Mitch owned it, he had changed the 3-speed to a 4-speed, added a 4:11
Positraction, upgraded the brakes…and added the 454. It had originally been a six. A real
stripper. It didn’t have a radio. It had no power brakes and, pay attention as this will be
noted later, no power steering.
So it went. When Mitch wasn’t goading someone into a race, he would smoke the tires
at lunch. He would always back his hot rod into the parking space. He would get into it,
rev up the raucous big block and dump the clutch. He would then return to face a good
reprimand.
The saving grace for Mitch was that he was a natural born electrician. If it was electrical, he could fix it. This did not cease to raise the blood pressure of the two previously
mentioned supervisors. Mitch was yelled at, threatened, had his pay docked a couple of
times--to no avail. He would always walk away with his goofy grin spread across his face.
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Mitch was doing great on the job--other than his flagrant disrespect for parking lot protocol. There was no denying he was a quick learner and good at his job. Mitch was called
into his boss’s office one evening and told that word had reached upper management about
his smoky escapades. He was advised to not do it anymore, or he would be let go. No
ifs, ands, or buts.
This hit home with Mitch…for a couple of weeks anyway. One of those weeks was due
to a busted piston in the 454. Mitch had been at the strip one Saturday and put a hole in
one of the pistons. The Chevy was laid up for a week while the engine was rebuilt, but,
it returned--meaner and healthier than ever. The Chevy had been repaired and back at
work for a week before temptation started itching its driver’s lead foot. One Wednesday
evening, Mitch went to lunch as he had so many times before. The light blue Chevy could
not be discerned from the tire smoke as it left the employee lot. Upon his return, Mitch
backed the car in and entered the building to be met by two irate supervisors. Didn’t he
understand the severity of his actions? Didn’t he appreciate his job, his future?
He, of course, smiled and promised not to do it again. His boss and mine took a coffee
break together and conspired to save this talented young man’s future. The two men had
their heads together for close to an hour before breaking up.
They went about and had we employees one by one move our cars to the far end of the
parking lot. Ours was but to do or die, not ask questions…no matter how curious we were.
We had no idea what was afoot. The boss smiled and said we would see come quitting
time.
When it was time to go home, we all went to our cars--which were on the other side of the
lot. Mitch ambled over to his car and didn’t seem to notice it strange that every other car
was moved. We still had no idea what was to come. We stood huddled together as Mitch
fired up the 454. True to form, he revved it and came off the clutch! The rear tires lit up,
and the car lurched forward…into a lovely pair of smoky doughnuts!
The hot rod did two 360 degrees before coming to a stop, extremely close to a chain link
fence. The passenger door opened and the ruddy-faced teen emerged…ashen-faced and
knees wobbling! This was all done to the outrageous gales of laughter from his fellow
employees!
It seemed that while we were moving our cars, the boss went to Mitch’s and, since it had
no power steering, cranked the wheel to full lock, and the 454 threw it into two beautiful
circles!
Mitch was shaken up, but, not mad. His smile returned with his complexion, and he understood what the boss did it for--him! To save his job!
Several weeks later, Mitch became a Pontiac owner. He liked the looks of my boss’s ‘84
Trans Am and went and bought one of his own. He had a big payment, but, he was still living at home…it must have made an impression on Mitch, whatever the reason. He didn’t
do any parking lot burnouts, and if anything, babied the Trans Am.
Mitch thanked my boss on several occasions. The boss said it was no big deal. He only
wished he had some coffee to go with the doughnuts!
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS
~ For Sale ~

1963 - kick panels, drive shaft, rocker
panel covers. Doug 651-786-2145

1962 Pontiac parts: rechromed windshield wiper bezels for single speed
wipers only (will not fit 2-speed overlap wiper cars), fits P/8 (big car) 1961
& 1962. Never installed after rechrome
$175. Power brake vacuum reservoir,
bead blasted, powder coated black &
tested to hold vacuum, fits ‘61 & ‘62
Pontiac big cars (may fit other years)
$75; rear electric antenna mount, replated with clear zinc (silver coat) w/
rubber grommet, for ‘62 Pontiac, may
fit other years $25. Contact Nick at
(651) 451-7701 or (651) 263-5918,
email nmann7701@comcast.net
1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with
needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612) 3778256 or edpont@kodet.com
For Sale: 1963 2-door Bonneville
parts: grille, seats, dash, steering wheel
& column, trim and misc. Offer/trade
for Firebird parts. Call (515) 538-0086
Mike Winkleman (IA)

For sale: numerous 1970-1976 Firebird parts. Passenger side door with
glass, rear window, chrome rear bumper, gauges, grills. Dash vents, A lot
of odds and ends and more. Email me
what you are looking for.
Steven@greeneryschack.com

Pontiac License Plate: black embossed aluminum metal sign, 6” x 12”,
plastic shrink wrapped and pre-drilled
holes. $10 including shipping. Check/
MO payable to Ian Bergstrom, mail
to 1165 County Road 83, Maple Plain,
MN 55359 Multiple quantities available at a discounted price. (763) 4792248 or email: pcpvnews@ties2.net
1984 Trans Am 15th Anniv. Edition,
PHS documented, runs good, looks
good. $6,000/offer (515) 538-0086
Mike Winkleman (IA)

~ Wanted ~

For sale: SSBC GM aluminum, twin
piston, brake caliper bolt on upgrade
kit. Still new in the box, w/pads. Fits
most 70s and some 80s vehiocles with
11” rotors and 15” rims. Will not fit
Pontiac Snowflake rims. $300. Contact Todd Lewis (651) 895-9325
For sale: Mad Dog Headers - Pontiac
1961-1964 $200; #96 Heads - good
condition $250; 1963 reproduction
drivers side quarter panel 2dr HT $50.

Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 or email bigapple14@comcast.net
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As we go to press....
For Sale: 1961 Pontiac Ventura
(red), 348 hp, 4-spd. Original dealer
invoice, frame off restoration $88,000.
Jeff Dypwick (952) 445-4045 (MN)

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen

tomatalk.org

763-561-3911

1942-54 - Al Longley
763-421-6953
1955-62 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Photos and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

1963-72 - Rollie Pederson
763-434-7400
1973-90 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

e-mail: pcpvnews@ties2.net

Firebird - Tom Hegland
651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

Trans Am - Lee Warneka
612-386-0289

12 issues:

Club Historian

$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Mark Boyum
651-462-8493
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Support our advertisers!

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ
- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service
Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500
Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus
Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No.
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)
www.powdercoatingtech.com
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~ Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI ~
Membership Application Form
POCI Membership Number: __________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________
Country: ________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________

$15.00/year for “Electronic” Membership

Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter)
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO:
Jim Felker, Treas.; 5500 Merritt Circle; Edina, MN 55436
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c/o Paul Bergstrom, Editor
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

POCI

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter
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