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President’s Message

It seems that I just got done writing my Presi-

dent’s message and it is now time to do it again.
July is going to be a busy month with Car Craft,
the POCI convention, and our July club meeting. Sadly the POCI convention and Car Craft
fall on the same week end. If any club member
plans on attending Car Craft and would like to
use the tent please let me know and we will arrange getting you the tent. The only
thing I would request is that you set up the tent in our normal spot.
Now for some old news. The GM show was a success. By my count we had 57
Pontiac register (up from 49 of last year). Todd Lewis did a rough count of Pontiacs parked in our area and he counted 68. A few cars didn’t stop by our tent to
register. We also signed up two new members.
The next Saturday we had our first annual Dave Bennett Memorial Cruise. It
rained most of the morning. I mentioned to Linda Bennett that this was really
Dave looking down and laughing his ass off at such fools. We had about 30 people with 15 cars attend. The rain stopped all of the motorcycles from attending.
We left as a group and traveled through Forest Lake, Scandia, Osceola, and then
to East Farmington for lunch. After lunch and the weather clearing it was down
to Hudson and Afton for ice cream. I only missed one turn so we had a detour on
I-94. We were able to sit on the patio at Selma’s and enjoy ice cream.
We had our June club meeting last Tuesday at Wagner’s Drive In. There were
only about 8 members present. Perhaps it was the very warm weather that caused
this. Speaking of club meetings, our July meeting will be at the Rosetown Legion
on July 10th. This is a week earlier because of the POCI convention the following
week. Hopefully we will have a better turn out than June. I hope that everyone
had a safe July 4th and I will see you on the 10th.
Steve Messer,
Tomahawk Chief
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June Meeting Minutes
6/19/12

As Steve M. mentioning in his Presi-

dent’s Message, the turn out was light
at Wagner’s Drive In for the June meeting. It was great to see some member
Pontiacs: the Kline’s ‘51 and new
member Adam Ford with his Trans Am.
Hope to see more members at the July
meeting!
Paul Bergstrom
for Steve “Mudbird” Weese

Tomahawk
Fall Car Show
Linda Bennett called me with the date
for our annual fall car show at Valley:
Saturday, September 22nd
Mark your calendars and plan to attend! We will continue to open the
show to the following GM brands:
•
•
•
•
•

If you are attending the POCI conven-

tion in St. Charles. The July meeting
will be a good time to coordinate plans
for driving down together.
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Pontiac
Oakland
Buick
Cadillac
GMC Trucks

Todd Lewis is working on some ideas
for a Tomahawk Chapter logo. One
idea is shown above, from artist Mark
Reif. Contact Todd for more details.

Meanwhile... Back at the
Pontiac Ranch

Membership
Meeting
July 10th @ 7:00PM

As I write this message, the POCI

convention is only 2 weeks away...
whew, we have 1,015 registrations, lots
of swap meet spaces sold and the momentum continues to grow. This is going to be one great Pontiac event!
Thanks to Jim and Barbara Kline for
offering to help bring convention related material to St. Charles. In addition
to this year’s registration materials, we
are bringing the leftover 2011 Convention t-shirts, so bring a little extra money to cash in on the bargains.

Rosetown
American legion
700 County Road C
Roseville, MN
(651) 483-3535

Drumroll please.....
If you are wondering where the
POCI convention will be in 2013....
Can you say “Co-vention II”? This
has the makings to be another win/
win for POCI and the GTOAA. What
a great opportunity to get the clubs together and see if we can break some
Pontiac car show attendance records.
The event will be held in Dayton, Ohio
on July 9-13, 2013.
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor
p.s. thanks to Michael Carmichael for
his “Tales From The TeePee” contribution this month!

July Meeting ~ Rosetown Legion
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Back to the 50’s Fun
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1st Annual

Dave Bennett Memorial Cruise

GM Show at the
MN State Fairgrounds

Terry

Ford reported that Pontiacs
were well represented at the show.
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TALES FROM THE TEEPEE
Michael Carmichael

“STEELIES”

He was there every afternoon, sitting in that old rocking chair on his front
porch. To a small boy not yet eight, in the spring of 1957, he was certainly
a foreboding figure. He was an old man, tall, and his craggy face sported a
bushy, white moustache. Some of us kids thought he was a train engineer,
as he dressed in gray striped coveralls and matching cap. He would sit and
rock and smoke his pipe.
Five of us neighborhood boys would walk by his house every school day,
and every afternoon he was there. I should mention to the younger readers
that in the ‘50’s parents made their kids play outside after school. No, we
did not have Game Boys, X-Boxes, cell phones, iPods and the like. We boys,
and a lot of girls, liked to play marbles.
One day, as we neared his house, Bobby said that he heard the old man had
the mother lode of every marble playing kid’s desire...steelies! Again, for
you younger readers, steelies were nothing more than ball bearings. Of
course, we kids had to find out if this was true...and how could we possibly get some. Boys being boys, that weekend we devised a plan. It was
decided that since I lived closest to him, I should be the kid to figure it out.
I started by asking my Dad about him and found out that he was a German
immigrant named Mr. Bruner. He had come to America in 1928 and was
now in his late sixties. Dad suggested I try talking to him. Dad knew him
and said he wouldn’t bother me, so, the next afternoon I headed for Mr.
Bruner’s.
I stood outside his gate, holding a paper sack with homemade cookies. I
figured everyone likes cookies. Right? Well, he puffed his pipe and looked
at me, finally motioning me to come in. I was scared as I neared his porch.
When he spoke, it was with a heavy accent. He asked me what I wanted,
and I nervously handed him the sack with the oatmeal-raisin cookies, and
asked him if could have some steelies. He repeated the word steelies, obviously having no idea what I meant. I reached in my pocket and got one
and held it out for him to see.
He burst into laughter and said something in German. Evidently, they
didn’t call them steelies. He had me follow him to his garage. Mr. Bruner raised the door and turned on the light and headed to his workbench.
I, however, was stopped in my tracks. The garage held two cars--a 1950
Chevrolet sedan and the one that captivated me. It was backed in and was
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very dusty, but, wow! I had never seen such a car. It’s radiator was tall
and shiny, and the emblem had an Indian on it. It had black fenders with a
dark blue body and a black top. The wire wheels were faded blue.

OPEN

Mr. Bruner came over to me when I didn’t answer him. He told me it was a
1932 Pontiac roadster, and he bought it new in the fall of 1931, the year he
started working at the local Chevrolet/Pontiac/Oakland dealership. He
had been a mechanic, not a train engineer.
At the workbench were several old cardboard boxes full of steelies. The
mother lode! I had no idea at that time that they were automotive parts. I
wanted to stuff all my pockets full that afternoon, but not before talking
to Mr. Bruner. He told me to come back and bring my friends. We could
have the bearings.
The next day after school, five of us kids were at Mr. Bruner’s. Only, when
we arrived, he was not on the porch. The garage door was up, and he was
tinkering with the old Pontiac. He said, while handing out steelies, that
it had not been driven in three years, and he was going to get it back on
the street. He thanked me for encouraging him. I didn’t understand. All I
did was stare at it; I thought it was neat! (1950’s equivalent of awesome!)
Mom and Dad told me his wife had passed away four years ago, and Mr.
Bruner had retired and had given up. All he did was sit on his porch with
his pipe. Dad was glad to hear he was reviving the old roadster. The following Saturday, Mr. Bruner had five kids and my Dad at his place. We
kids in a show of gratitude for the steelies, pulled weeds from the garden
and pushed the old reel mower. (Young guys, that’s a lawn mower with
no engine.)
Dad helped him with the car. They drained the old gas, changed the oil,
changed the coolant, plugs and wires, put in a new battery and checked
the condition of tires, and finally, repacked the wheel bearings. (So, that’s
where steelies came from!)
It took two weeks of part-time tinkering, but one afternoon we kids
showed up with cookies...and the old roadster was out in the driveway.
We ate cookies on his porch and helped him clean the roadster. Actually,
we kids had fun and mostly got soaking wet.
Mr. Bruner succeeded in waxing the car in spite of our help. It truly was a
beautiful car! As he backed it into the garage, he told us he would give us
a ride around the neighborhood if it were OK with our parents.
So, it was two days later on a Friday after school that five kids showed
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up at Mr. Bruner’s. Yes, our parents had given him permission. No, we
wouldn’t have made it out of the drive way today. To be honest, I don’t
remember if it had a rumble seat or not. I know five seven-year-old boys
jammed into the old Pontiac. Not a seat belt or air bag to be found and, of
course, we stood and hollered and waved our arms--just like kids!
Our demands that our parents buy a car like that fell on deaf ears, as did
pleading to trade the station wagon for a convertible. And then summer
was upon us. We went on vacations, played marbles, went swimming and
all the other things kids do. Along the way, we still visited with Mr. Bruner.
He had mentioned to us his son, a doctor in his thirties, who lived in Pittsburgh. So, that summer, Mr. Bruner left for his own vacation. He was off
to visit his son, off to Pittsburgh. We, steelie faithful, kept our young eyes
on the old gent’s house. We kept the grass cut, garden weeded, and even
picked up his newspapers.
Mr. Bruner never returned. One day as September neared, a flatbed appeared in his driveway...and the lovely little roadster was being winched
onto it.
Dr. Bruner answered our questions. The car was going to Pittsburgh. Mr.
Bruner had suffered a heart attack and would be moving in with the doctor and his wife. The house was for sale and, yes, he would tell Mr. Bruner
we miss him...and we would.
Five months had passed since I had asked him about steelies. We had
thought that he was grumpy and mean, when in actuality he was grieving
the loss of his wife. At the time, we did not know this, but looking back,
I think we helped him. I know we kids liked being around him. Once we
got to know him, he joked with us and would talk with us. In a way, he
was like a grandfather, though at times he would get excited and we could
not understand him fully.
I almost cried as the truck pulled away with the Pontiac strapped to its
bed. I have always liked convertibles, and this car was the reason, since it
was the first I had ever ridden in. I have wondered if the little blue roadster still exists. Over the years, I can remember reading a magazine article
about a similar model that was even the same paint scheme...and once in
Florida I saw one at a car show.
Several years later, Dad told me of Mr. Bruner’s passing. My immediate
thought was of the car. I think if you are a car person, then you will understand that.
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If you are a car guy, you undoubtedly can recall that moment in time
that rivals the memory of a first crush. It lives on forever as surely as
the spot etched in your mind for that first kiss.
Eventually, we boys could walk past the Bruner house without feeling
sad. For me, especially when the roses were in bloom. It was his flower
garden that steelie seeking boys pulled weeds from, and where I personally grew to love roses.
Shortly before the loss of my own Dad, he had shown me a photo of
five small boys standing beside that ‘32 Pontiac roadster. Fifty years
later, I find myself still that same little boy, only now in an older body.
The kid inside me still loves convertibles, well, cars period. Now and
then I find myself lost in those days of, as they used to say on The Lone
Ranger, thrilling days of yesteryear.
I leave you with this question...Fifty years from now will kids wonder
where they can find a giga-byte?

1952 Pontiac Chieftain 2 dr sedan. This car has 60,000 original miles on the
Straight 8 engine and is still in excellent mechanical condition. Freshly rebuilt
original Hydramatic transmission. This is a great, turn key 50’s family cruiser!
The car runs and drives excellent. There’s a ton of stainless and chrome, all in
very good-excellent condition including front and rear bumpers that were replated
for $2000. Many mechanical upgrades including a rebuilt transmission ($2300),
re-cored radiator, head gasket replaced and milled .10 and the master cylinder was
rebuilt as well. Paint on the car is approximately 25 years old, but still in excellent shape. The floors and trunk are very solid, only a few very small spots that
would need a patch whenever you choose to restore the car, but nothing pressing
whatsoever. Asking $9900, but willing to entertain reasonable offers. Call Russ
at 763-486-3079
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS
~ For Sale ~
Engine Parts: 1967 or 1968 # 18 Heads,
Best Offer also 1966 YH Block, Best
Offer and 1978 400 Block, crank redone and 6x Heads, Best offer. Contact
Chris Brooks at (612) 720-7220

chrome, drivers quality $60.00 also
for 1962. ‘62 rear trunk lid fits Bonneville and Star Chief only, $100.00. I
believe it also fits 1961 same models.
(651) 451-7701 ask for Nick or email
nmann7701@ comcast.net

1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with
needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612) 3778256 or edpont@kodet.com
1965-66 Catalina Ventura: 2 door
hard top (all parts came off a car from
Colorado): trunk lid assembly part #
7583852, Rear Quarter Windows. 1966
Catalina Ventura: Tail lamp assemblies (left and right) - very nice, Rear
Quarter Extensions Pictures available.
Robert Knudtson firebirdrobert@aol.
com (701) 371-1810
For sale: 2nd generation Firebird
(F-body ‘70-’81) Suspension parts include: front swaybar w/end links, upper & lower control arms with new
Poly bushings, 2-sets of front coil
springs, Pr. of rear leaf springs and a
set of 4 shocks (F&R). New: P-S-T
Poly Body mount bushings and weld-in
subframe connectors. Photos available
to email. Contact Tim Herrera (651)
731-0163H (Please leave message) or
email at herrera220@msn.com
For Sale, 1962 Pontiac Grille complete with nosepiece, fits all big cars
except Grand Prix, need to rechrome
for show,$75.00 Complete set of four
(4) deluxe spinner style hubcaps, nice

1951 Pontiac Chieftain Deluxe for
sale: $3000 OBO Motor just machined
needs assembly New clutch, new
shocks,brakes ,exhaust many other
parts with it!! Nice car 66,000 actual
miles! Many more pics if interested!
Call Fred Brunfelt (218)410-9345

~ Wanted ~
Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 or email bigapple14@comcast.net
Wanted for 1957 Pontiac: front license plate mounting bracket. Ed Hustad 763-786-1934 (MN)
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Wanted: 350 Turbo Transmission
GEAR SELECTOR lever. This is for a
floor mounted shifter on 2nd Gen. Firebird/Camaro F-body GM. Contact: Tim
Herrera 651 731-0163 or email: herrera220@msn.com

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen

tomatalk.org

763-561-3911

1942-54 - Al Longley
763-421-6953
1955-62 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Photos and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

1963-72 - Rollie Pederson
763-434-7400
1973-90 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

e-mail: pcpvnews@ties2.net

Firebird - Tom Hegland
651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

Trans Am - Lee Warneka
612-386-0289

12 issues:

Club Historian

$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Mark Boyum
651-462-8493
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Support our advertisers!

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ
- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service
Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500
Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus
Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No.
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)
www.powdercoatingtech.com
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~ Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI ~
Membership Application Form
POCI Membership Number: __________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________
Country: ________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________

$15.00/year for “Electronic” Membership

Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter)
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO:
Jim Felker, Treas.; 5500 Merritt Circle; Edina, MN 55436
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c/o Paul Bergstrom, Editor
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359
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