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President’s Message
This weekend I received my activity package

for the 2012 POCI Convention. It sounds like
it will turn out to be the largest POCI Cnvention
yet. It’s not too late to register but rooms are
starting to fill up. It’s an easy 6-7 hour drive
to St. Charles. I am sure that members will get
together and caravan down there. The next monthly meeting will be at Carbones
Pizza and Bar. It’s our annual party with the club picking up the tab for Pizza and
Pop (sorry Todd but no beer or White Russians). Your Tomahawk membership
MUST be current to enjoy dinner. If you haven’t paid your membership bring
a extra $20.00 or MR. FELKER will hunt you down! Even though March is one
of the snowiest month, perhaps we will continue to get a break with winter. I hope
so. I think I love global warming. I will see everyone an Carbone’s on March
20th. Think Spring!

PONTIAC-OAKLAND

Steve Messer,
Tomahawk Chief

Club International

The World’s Largest ALL-PONTIAC CLUB
$35 Annual Membership (US)

(Canadian $37 • Foreign $46) $20 E-Membership
• Local Chapters –Nationwide
VOTE for the
BOD
• TechPOCI
Advisors/Ref.
Library Election
Join, Renew,
Advertise
• GMC Owners Also
Welcome
and
help
theOn-Line
Tomahawk
Chapter
win $200!
ANNUAL CONVENTION
• 74 Page Monthly Magazine
• FREE Member Advertising

POCI.org

PO Box 68, Maple Plain, MN 55359 • 877-368-3454

See the 3/12 issue of SMOKE SIGNALS
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February
Meeting Minutes
The

2/21/12

meeting was called to order at
7:04 with 15 members present. Last
month’s minutes were read and accepted. A treasurer’s report was given
and accepted.
New Business
Carbone’s Pizza Meeting is next month.
We discussed if non-current members
attended, they could pay their dues or
buy their own pizza. This led to a brief
discussion on the chapter’s budget and
goals for the future. Most members
felt that our first priority should be to
attract new members, the dues could
support the newsletter, and the shows
that we do could support the rest of the
expenses for the chapter.
On this note, Paul thought that a special mailing to court POCI members to
join our chapter (as well as non-current
chapter members) could help us draw
in some new people. We could use a
volunteer to help Paul with cross referencing the two data bases, to come up
with a new promotional mailing list.
Terry had a flier for the May 6 Buick
show and swap.
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Lupient Buick/GMC has asked if we
are interested in a car show this year, in
July or August.
Steve talked about our past chapter of
the year award. That after having it in
a club display, it should probably go to
the club historian.
Convention
Paul asked for 3 volunteers (who are
registered) that could help out with the
new shopping cart format. They plan to
mail out packets on March first. They
will contain an activity guide that has
information on convention activities
and tours that will be available.
Todd Lewis won the drawing.
Respectfully submitted,

Steve “Mudbird” Weese

Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

Meanwhile... Back at the
Pontiac Ranch
The weather sure has turned “spring-

like” around here and our thoughts
are no doubt turning towards getting
our cars out of hibernation and getting
ready for the car show season. The
Buick Club car show is coming up on
May 6th, see page 9. The POCI Convention is approaching also - you can
register and sign up for activities on the
poci.org website. Contact me if you
have any questions on that.
Hope to see many of you at the March
meeting-make sure your dues are current, and come and join us for our annual “pizza feast” at Carbone’s!
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

March
Membership
Meeting
March 20th
7:00 PM

Carbone’s Pizza
7670 160th St W
Lakeville MN 55044
(952) 997-2900

(County Road 46 &
Cedar Avenue)

Page 4

TALES
FROM THE
TEEPEE
Michael
Carmichael

THE HEIRLOOM `52
(THE PONTIAC THAT
WON OVER A FORD FAN)

You have certain memories indelibly
etched forever, as though they happened yesterday. So it was in 1958,
October, to be exact. I was nine and
helping my Dad rake leaves and tidy
up the lawn before winter set in.

We had accumulated quite a pile of
leaves when I saw her turn into the
driveway…. my grandmother. My
grandmother, behind the wheel of
her 1952 Pontiac Chieftain. I loved
Grandma’s car. I liked the shape of it
and the Indian heads in chrome. The
piece d’ resistance, however, was the
amber chief hood ornament. The car
itself was silver gray and had wide
whitewall tires. The big gray, fuzzy,
overstuffed seats were big enough to
get lost in, or at least keep your brother at bay on trips, and I even liked the
sound of the straight eight and the
hydramatic.
Well, Grandma had come to talk to my
Dad. It seems that my Grandmother
had decided to give up driving. She

pulled up to the garage door and
climbed out in her prim floral dress
and white gloves. She informed Dad
she was too sixty-something Grandmother was petite, but hardly decrepit. Had she so desired, she could
have cleared the back forty by herself.
The lovely Pontiac was at that time a
six-year-old used car that had been
purchased new by my Grandmother.
It took up residence in our driveway
and for the most part was neglected.
In the garage was my Mom’s red and
white 1957 Oldsmobile 88 four-door
hardtop, and my Dad’s 1954 Ford
Ranch Wagon.
As I said, some things are forever in
our minds, and so is that late November morning...the first blizzard of the
season. This was just north of Pittsburgh, by the way. We had awakened
to extremely deep snow. The plow
trucks were on the roads spreading
ash, sand and salt. In those days, we
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did not have four wheel drive sport
utility or trucks--only snow tires and
weights in the trunk.
Dad had my brother and I shovel the
drive while he drank his fill of hot coffee. I remember the old Pontiac was
covered in snow with nothing but the
radio antenna showing.
My brother and I were almost finished when the garage door opened.
Behind the Ford and in a scene reminiscent of “A Christmas Story,” the old
man cut loose with a flurry of choice
words. His beloved Ford refused to
start, though it had been in the garage.

Message from
Michael Carmichael

We knew the Pontiac would have to
be moved so Dad could get his Ford
out, but it was never expected to
start. My Dad frantically cleared snow
from the Pontiac and finally was able
to get in it. He knew it would never
start, but what the heck! He tried, and
on the second try, the straight eight
fired.That evening, the Pontiac was in
the garage. The Ford was sold a week
later.

Hello, Pontiac Fans! Paul has asked
me to introduce myself to you. Here
goes. I was born in Pennsylvania almost 63 years ago. My Dad worked
in a steel mill north of Pittsburgh. My
Dad was a Pennsylvanian married to
a Louisiana Cajun. There came a time
when Mom grew tired of cold weather (and Dad grew tired of hearing her
complain about it), and so, I wound
up in Louisiana.

The Chieftain had converted my Dad
to a lifetime of being a fan of Pontiacs.

I was an English major. My literary
heroes are William Shakespeare and
Jean Shepherd.

Me? I still like the Chief hood ornament.

I may forget your face, but will remember your car. I have owned 46,
and my favorite was a triple black ‘72
Grand Prix.
I am thankful to Paul Bergstrom and
Don Keefe, and you readers for allowing me to recall “those thrilling days
of yesteryear.” I hope you enjoy them!
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DID YOU VOTE?
Let’s win that 200!!!
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS
~ For Sale ~
Engine Parts: 1967 or 1968 # 18 Heads,
Best Offer also 1966 YH Block, Best
Offer and 1978 400 Block, crank redone and 6x Heads, Best offer. Contact
Chris Brooks at (612) 720-7220
1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with
needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612) 3778256 or edpont@kodet.com
1965-66 Catalina Ventura: 2 door
hard top (all parts came off a car from
Colorado): trunk lid assembly part #
7583852, Rear Quarter Windows. 1966
Catalina Ventura: Tail lamp assemblies (left and right) - very nice, Rear
Quarter Extensions Pictures available.
Robert Knudtson firebirdrobert@aol.
com (701) 371-1810
For sale: 2nd generation Firebird
(F-body ‘70-’81) Suspension parts include: front swaybar w/end links, upper & lower control arms with new
Poly bushings, 2-sets of front coil
springs, Pr. of rear leaf springs and a
set of 4 shocks (F&R). New: P-S-T
Poly Body mount bushings and weld-in
subframe connectors. Photos available
to email. Contact Tim Herrera (651)
731-0163H (Please leave message) or
email at herrera220@msn.com
For Sale, 1962 Pontiac Grille complete with nosepiece, fits all big cars
except Grand Prix, need to rechrome
for show,$75.00 Complete set of four
(4) deluxe spinner style hubcaps, nice

chrome, drivers quality $60.00 also for
1962
1962 rear trunk lid fits Bonneville and Star Chief only, $100.00. I
believe it also fits1961 same models.
(651) 451-7701 ask for Nick or email
nmann7701@ comcast.net
For Sale: cleaning out garage of car
parts. 67? 400 short block spun rod, intakes 9782888 9785088- 3 (one has 3
carbs ) 571145, 9790140, 1956 2x4 intake carbs and heads 8748848. 2 front
8 lug drums. Gary Johnson 651 454
2391 email gjohnson442@hotmail.
com

~ Wanted ~
Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 or email bigapple14@comcast.net
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Wanted: 350 Turbo Transmission
GEAR SELECTOR lever. This is for a
floor mounted shifter on 2nd Gen. Firebird/Camaro F-body GM. Contact: Tim
Herrera 651 731-0163 or email: herrera220@msn.com

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen

tomatalk.org

763-561-3911

1942-54 - Al Longley
763-421-6953
1955-62 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Photos and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

1963-72 - Rollie Pederson
763-434-7400
1973-90 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

e-mail: pcpvnews@ties2.net

Firebird - Tom Hegland
651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

Trans Am - Lee Warneka
612-386-0289

12 issues:

Club Historian

$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Mark Boyum
651-462-8493
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Support our advertisers!

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ
- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service
Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500
Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus
Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No.
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)
www.powdercoatingtech.com
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~ Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI ~
Membership Application Form
POCI Membership Number: __________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________
Country: ________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________

$15.00/year for “Electronic” Membership

Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter)
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO:
Jim Felker, Treas.; 5500 Merritt Circle; Edina, MN 55436
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c/o Paul Bergstrom, Editor
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

POCI

to vote in the POCI BOD Election
Ballots are in the 3/12 SMOKE SIGNALS

REMINDER

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI

