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President’s Message
Our August meeting was held on the 21st in
Inver Grove Heights. Everyone enjoyed a great
pizza buffet along with a few beers and wine.
Thanks to Nick Mann for putting it together.
We later moved outside for a short meeting.
We have changed the date for our September meeting to September 4th. That’s
the day after Labor Day. I am sorry for the short notice but it is very important
to get ready for the upcoming Valley Car Show on September 22nd. As everyone
should know by now this is one of our two sponsered shows. We need a great
turnout like last year to make it a success. The flyers have been printed and we
need to get them in everyone’s hands. I will also be sending out a mass e-mail in
case our newsletter doesn’t arrive on time.
We need a large turnout so everyone please plan on attending.

PONTIAC-OAKLAND
Club International

The World’s Largest ALL-PONTIAC CLUB
$35 Annual Membership (US)

(Canadian $37 • Foreign $46) $20 E-Membership
• 74 Page Monthly Magazine
• FREE Member Advertising

• Local Chapters –Nationwide
• Tech Advisors/Ref. Library

Join, Renew, Advertise On-Line • GMC Owners Also Welcome

ANNUAL CONVENTION
POCI.org

PO Box 68, Maple Plain, MN 55359 • 877-368-3454
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Steve Messer,
Tomahawk Chief

Convention

August Meeting Minutes
We met at Old World Pizza with 23

members present. I got to meet our
new members; Adam and Barb Borrowman, they have three children,
Cambel, Mitchel and Kendal. They
own a 1967 Grand Prix convertible.
Adam Ford and Ryan Calvin are also
new members they, with a 1988 Trans
Am GTA. It was nice for me to meet
the new members, enjoy the pizza, and
hear about the convention as I have
missed the last couple of meetings. We
gathered on the patio after dinner.

Hot and good show I heard and that the
pool was great. Congratulations to Pat
and Terry for winning their awards.
New Business
I received a poster of the Pontiac Factory that used to be on display at Hansord Pontiac. I got it from my cousin
and thought our chapter should have it.
I also purchased a Browell Bellhousing
alignment tool for PontiacV8 to Muncie transmission, it really made the job
easy.

Old Business
Club Stickers - Todd brought a drawing that he had commissioned an artist
to create and offered it to the chapter
to purchase. A motion was put forth to
buy the artwork and it did pass. It is
the traditional Indian head with flames
coming out of the headdress and is really cool in my opinion. At this time
we think that every member would
receive a small version and could purchase a large windshield banner if they
wish. We still have not decided on the
colors or if they would be cling or adhesive style yet.
We discussed creating a welcome
packet for new members.
We also discussed having a provision
to be able to purchase chapter membership online, but decided not to do this
at this time.
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Valley Show
The next meeting will be moved up
to Tuesday, September 4th so that we
can finalize for the Valley Show. We
still need to get the flyers printed and
distributed and figure out some kind of
ballots. The show is coming up soon so
we need to move fast on this.

Steve “Mudbird” Weese

Tomahawk Chapter Secretary

Membership
Meeting
Meanwhile... Back at the
Pontiac Ranch
As the summer winds down, we have

the Valley Show to look forward to.
Thanks to Marilyn Messer for getting
the car show material printed. I have
emailed the flyer to other local GM
clubs and we need everyone to help
with the flyer distribution.

September 4th

Rosetown
American legion
700 County Road C
Roseville, MN
(651) 483-3535

SEPTEMBER MEETING
The meeting has been moved up to
September 4th, we will be planning for
the Valley Show and we hope to se you
there.
If you own a ‘49-’52 Pontiac, log in
to POCI.org and check out the “PMD
Servce Craftsman News” link on the
right hand side. We are working on
getting more of these vintage bulletins
posted every week.
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

Rosetown American
Legion Location

p.s. thanks to Nick Mann for the membership meeting photos and to Michael
Carmichael for his “Tales From The
TeePee” contribution this month!

Tired of Waitin’? Come BACK to Dayton!
2013 POCI “Co-Vention” with the GTOAA
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August Membership Meeting
Old World Pizza

Photos by
Nick Mann
Page 5

Page 6

TALES
FROM THE
TEEPEE
Michael
Carmichael

“ARROW vs. OVAL”
Our high school held more than sports rivalries in 1965. It just happened that
two of my classmates were the sons of car dealers. On one hand, you had Ross,
whose father was the Ford-Lincoln-Mercury dealer... and then there was Preston.
His father was the Pontiac-Buick-GMC dealer. These boys were as different as
the cars their fathers sold.

Ross was an only child and used to having his own way. I would say that Ross
stood out in a crowd, but, I would be wrong. Oh sure, you knew he was there. It’s
just that you could hear him first! He was always talking...or bragging. He never
kept his mouth shut! He received his driver’s license in March of ‘65, and the following month was driving a new Mustang to school.
Preston was a lot quieter. Maybe because he had three sisters, or maybe because
his dad was old school. He did not hand everything to his kids. He made them
work. Preston had been doing odd jobs at his dad’s agency since he was thirteen.
He was pretty good at mechanics, too. Preston got his driver’s license in midMay. The week before school let out for the summer Preston showed up driving
a 1961 Tempest four-door sedan...a four cylinder automatic. It was like new. The
image of what you would think of as the “little old lady” car, and the car was light
tan or beige. His dad picked it from the used car lot and gave it to him. He then
told Preston he was expected to work at the dealership that summer if he wanted
to keep the car.
You know Ross was all over Preston. Ross drove a red Mustang hardtop and had
been bragging about the soon to be Shelby G.T. 350. Yes, he assured everyone,
he would have one as soon as it was available.
In study hall, Preston was ragged no end by Ross. “That’s a nice looking old
lady car, Preston. What’s all this talk about GTO’s? Dad didn’t trust you with
one?” Ross taunted. “Tell you what...this fall I’ll race you. OK? Of course,”
he said smugly, “I’ll have a Shelby G.T. 350 by then.” He broke out laughing.
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Preston only glared at him and
clinched his fist. The rest of
the kids wished he would belt
the obnoxious kid.
That summer I was at my
service station job. Preston
stopped for gas one afternoon
and told me he was keeping busy at the shop. He was
helping in the garage, doing
oil changes and minor repairs.
He also said he had a project
in store for the Tempest, but
would say no more. I noticed
the Tempest had rubber floor
mats, but did have a radio.
I saw Preston a few more times
that summer. Neither of those
times was he driving the little
Tempest. He would only say
that he was fixing a few things. Preston wasn’t the most talkative kid in school,
and I quickly forgot about it as September neared.
The first day of school came, and it was good to see the old place again. Well, at
least, the kids again. With one exception...Ross. Yes, he was back in all of his
obnoxious glory. Yes, he was behind the wheel of a ‘65 Shelby G.T. 350.
And, Preston was...on foot! Ross loved it! “What happened, Preston? Battery
dead? Dad wouldn’t let you borrow a car?” He was relentless as usual.
Preston ignored him. He had told some of us that he had not finished his project
yet. “Don’t worry though,” he said. He needed a few more weeks.
Ross kept going. “Look, Preston. My offer is still good. When you bring that
piece of junk back to school, I’ll race you,” and he laughed again.
Preston stopped in mid-stride in the hall, which was full of kids changing class.
You could tell he had had enough. He caused kids to stop and watch as he got
close to Ross face to face. “You’re on, Ross. I’ll be ready.” With that, he turned
and headed to class.
Ross, as well as the other kids, was stunned. What did this mean? That little
Tempest was no match for a Shelby Mustang. Had Preston lost it? Well, Ross
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thought so. He quieted down a bit on his taunts. The next two weeks went by in
normal fashion--Preston being tight-lipped and Ross being Ross.
Then came October! Preston drove the sedate little Tempest into the student parking lot. Only it wasn’t so sedate now! It rumbled and shook like crazy, and, yes,
it drew a crowd. It still looked like a ‘61 Tempest sedan. It was still a very clean,
shiny beige. It wore a set of Pontiac Rally wheels shod with red-line tires. Two
exhaust pipes exited the rear and were doing a very poor job of silencing what was
obviously not the 4 cylinder it was born with.
As Preston raised the hood to reveal a very clean 389 with 3 x 2s, Ross walked
up. This time Preston did the talking. “Like my GTO, Ross? I built it myself.
When do you want to race? I’m ready for you, Ross. Tigers don’t mind horsemeat!”
Then Preston laughed. Preston had used the summer to work on his project.
This was it. He did the work himself, although he had guidance from a couple
of Pontiac mechanics. I found out later that he had sourced a totaled ‘65 GTO
from a salvage yard and purchased it for parts. His Tempest had the rear end,
transmission and engine from that car. The wrecked car had been a 4-barrel and
automatic. Since Preston’s had been an automatic, he kept the GTO automatic.
He even cut a hole in the floor and installed a nice looking Hurst floor shift conversion. He had taken the 389 apart and did a rebuild, adding only the 3 x 2s and
headers. He said the hardest part was doing the cutting to make things fit...and
putting on the GTO front brake and suspension pieces. He also assured Ross this
car would definitely run!
For once, Ross was speechless. What could he do? Henry Ford himself couldn’t
help him out of this mess. He was doomed. He had met his Waterloo! The two
boys agreed on a time and place, Friday after school behind the football stadium.
The stadium had an access road that ran from the main street. It was roughly onehalf mile long, and thought Friday had a game, it was away. Perfect!
Ross was upset. He had no idea how to race. If you had known the truth, he didn’t
like the Shelby. He was not good with manual transmissions, and found the car too
crude for his liking. But, this was the car Ford performance people raved over...
so, Ross had to have one. Ross didn’t see how things could get any worse. He
was about to find out.
Those kids not going to the game on Friday were anxiously awaiting the beating
they knew Ross was going to get. In hindsight, it’s sad, but if he had not been
obnoxious...so arrogant. Putting Ross out of the picture, it was a given the Pontiac would emerge victorious. No one would bet on Ross.
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Finally, school let out. The agreed on time was five...to make sure staff and everyone had left the school grounds. This venue had been used as a makeshift drag
strip before. A tree with a sign nailed to it served as the quarter mile mark. There
were maybe fifty kids on hand. Some didn’t even park in the parking lot. I think
five or six just parked on the road behind where the two opponents would line up.
Preston closed the hood and waited for Ross. He had on a GTO tee-shirt and
leaned against his car all cool like, evoking images of James Dean. Ross arrived
a few minutes late and backed into position beside the Tempest. Preston brought
it to a raucous rumble and hit the throttle several times. He didn’t even acknowledge Ross. He only focused on Cindy, the cute girl who was acting as starter. She
held a white handkerchief in her right hand as the two V-8s revved. She looked
left, then right, and jumped into the air, bringing the handkerchief down. They
were off! Sort of.
The Pontiac smoked the rear tires and was gone, nose held high. The Ford didn’t
do much smoking. It hiked its tail and went backward...right into the grill of
Cindy’s ‘57 Mercury convertible.
Preston returned to find some smoking...Cindy! She was cutting loose on Ross
who had forgotten where first gear was. Rather, had forgotten to take it out of
reverse. Of course, the kids were hysterical, except Cindy.
Ross was strangely quiet for a very long time. His father fixed Cindy’s car and
took the Shelby away. He put Ross in a ‘62 Lincoln. No, Ross didn’t hot rod it. I
think he learned his lesson. Preston drove the Tempest until he started college.
His dad then gave him a ‘67 Firebird 400. He married Cindy while they were in
college. He also eventually took over the family business. As Cindy told Ross,
quite loudly I might add, “Make sure it’s out of reverse before you punch it!!”
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS
~ For Sale ~
Engine Parts: 1967 or 1968 # 18 Heads,
Best Offer also 1966 YH Block, Best
Offer and 1978 400 Block, crank redone and 6x Heads, Best offer. Contact
Chris Brooks at (612) 720-7220
1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with
needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612) 3778256 or edpont@kodet.com
1965-66 Catalina Ventura: 2 door
hard top (all parts came off a car from
Colorado): trunk lid assembly part #
7583852, Rear Quarter Windows. 1966
Catalina Ventura: Tail lamp assemblies (left and right) - very nice, Rear
Quarter Extensions Pictures available.
Robert Knudtson firebirdrobert@aol.
com (701) 371-1810
For Sale, 1962 Pontiac Grille complete with nosepiece, fits all big cars
except Grand Prix, need to rechrome
for show,$75.00 Complete set of four
(4) deluxe spinner style hubcaps, nice
chrome, drivers quality $60.00 also
for 1962. ‘62 rear trunk lid fits Bonneville and Star Chief only, $100.00. I
believe it also fits 1961 same models.
(651) 451-7701 ask for Nick or email
nmann7701@ comcast.net

~ Wanted ~
Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 or email bigapple14@comcast.net
Wanted for 1957 Pontiac: front license plate mounting bracket. Ed Hustad 763-786-1934 (MN)

For Sale, universal tow bar, easy hookup. Towed many old Pontiacs back to
MN from the West Coast! $50. Call Ed
Hustad (763) 786-1934
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Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen

tomatalk.org

763-561-3911

1942-54 - Al Longley
763-421-6953
1955-62 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Photos and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

1963-72 - Rollie Pederson
763-434-7400
1973-90 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

e-mail: pcpvnews@ties2.net

Firebird - Tom Hegland
651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

Trans Am - Lee Warneka
612-386-0289

12 issues:

Club Historian

$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Mark Boyum
651-462-8493
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Support our advertisers!

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ
- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service
Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500
Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus
Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No.
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)
www.powdercoatingtech.com
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~ Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI ~
Membership Application Form
POCI Membership Number: __________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________
Country: ________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________

$15.00/year for “Electronic” Membership

Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter)
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO:
Jim Felker, Treas.; 5500 Merritt Circle; Edina, MN 55436
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c/o Paul Bergstrom, Editor
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359
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