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President’s Message

With the early spring I am probably late with

this message. I am sure everyone has already
taken the car out of storage but if you haven’t
here are some tips I found on line.
1 Change the oil and filter
2 Drain and replace the coolant
3 Check the tire pressure
4 Charge the battery
5 Remove the spark plugs, squirt a small amount of oil into each cylinder, crank
the engine over for 10-15 seconds, replace the plugs with new
6 Check the plug wires for cracks
7 Start the car and let it warm up for 10-15 minutes
8 Take the car out for a short drive and inspect for leaks when you return to your
garage
9 Recheck all the fluids
10 Wash the exterior and clean the interior. Now is a good time to remove all
the dead mice (!)
11 Clean and lubricate all the weather stripping.
I brought my GTO back from Brainerd last week and I can say that the only thing
on this list I did was to allow the car to warm up.
Everyone enjoy the spring and I will see you on April 17th in Rogers!
Steve Messer,
Tomahawk Chief

Pontiac Fun at Pheasant Run!

July 2012 ~ Register today at poci.org
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March Meeting Minutes
No meeting minutes from the March
meeting at Carbone’s. Our secretary
was absent and besides, we were too
busy eating pizza and talkin’ Pontiacs!

Thanks to those
contributing this month:
•
•
•

Dwayne Beecher
Michael Carmichael
Tom Hegland

Anoka Classic Car Show ~ Schedule for 2012
Thanks to Dwayne Beecher
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Meanwhile... Back at the
Pontiac Ranch
I hope we have a good turn out at
Vescio’s, thanks to Tim Herrera for
the idea and for making the arrangements. I like having the meetings at
various car-related venues.
Website update:
thanks to Mike
Johnson for bringing up a new, clean
website for us after our site had been
“hacked”. We will be working on rebuilding the site with chapter information, member rides and event listings.
If you have any suggestions or contributions, please email them directly to
me at pcpvnews@ties2.net - thanks!
Paul Bergstrom,
Tomatalk Editor

Membership
Meeting
April 17th @ 7:00 PM

Vescio’s

21010 Commerce Blvd.
Rogers, MN 55374
(763) 428-3190
vescioscustomizing.com
Interstate 94 to Rogers exit
(see map below)
We have been asked to bring
our own chairs to the meeting.

April Meeting ~ Vescio’s in Rogers
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TALES
FROM THE
TEEPEE
Michael
Carmichael

THE PREACHER’S
EARRINGS
It was a small, picturesque church-the sort you would see in a painting
by Courier and Ives--white clapboard
with a bell tower and a cross on top.
I had attended only a few times-that as a guest of our neighbor, Ms.
Merle. She was in her late 60s or early
70s, a short, plump lady who wore
her white hair up. She attended the
church. It was what would be called
a fullgospel or non-denominational
church today. At that time, it was, I
think, called fundamentalist.
My parents did not go to church and
did not mind when Ms. Merle asked if
could go with her. I did not mind, as I
thought of her as a surrogate grandmother. I raked her lawn and kept
the grass cut for her. She had been a
widow for several years, and I do not
remember if she had children. I do
know she made great brownies and
chocolate chip cookies!
Ms. Merle’s house always smelled of
cookies. Her walls had framed scriptures and a large cross over the fire-

place. Every Friday night, she had a
ladies’ Bible study at her house, and
we could hear them singing, and
sometimes praying! But, I was very
fond of Ms. Merle, to the point of one
time beating up a neighborhood boy
who called her a holy-roller. At the
time, I had no idea what that meant,
but, I did not like the way he said it.
One Sunday morning, as we neared
the church, she mentioned that a
new pastor would be in service that
morning. The old minister had suddenly retired due to health. This was
April, shortly after Easter. It was a
beautiful spring morning, and as Ms.
Merle turned her car into the parking
lot, I saw it! A brand new 1961 Pontiac
Catalina convertible. It was bright
red. The top was down, showing off
its red interior. Wow! I wondered who
drove this.
The church was small, maybe 100
members. Usually, the lot held old
Chevrolets, Fords and Plymouths in
sedan versions. I sat next to Ms. Merle
during the service. None of the congregants wore jewelry, nor makeup. The new pastor was named Rev.
William Johnson, and was not quite
thirty. He was tall and thin and wore
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the car was extravagant. However,
Rev. Johnson was a good preacher.

his black hair in what I thought to be
Elvis Presley-ish style.
His wife was medium height, and her
curly, brown hair hung loose past her
shoulders. She was attractive and always smiling. She wore no jewelry
except a wedding ring, and no makeup. She sang a solo and accompanied herself by playing an accordion.
After church, I went to the parking
lot to check on the Pontiac. It was an
automatic and had air conditioning.
The whitewalls were mounted on a
set of Pontiac eight lug rims. Under
the back bumper were two tailpipes.
I definitely liked it!
I got in beside Ms. Merle and asked
her about the Pontiac as she drove
us home. I was surprised to learn it
belonged to the new pastor. She
told me Rev. Johnson had graduated
from seminary last winter and his
father had bought the car for him. It
was a graduation gift. Ms. Merle used
a term I have not forgotten. She said
it was the preacher’s earrings. Huh?
She explained that in her faith they
do not wear earrings, and so the
term was merely to get across that

I was on the sidewalk in front of our
house the following Friday afternoon.
The boys down the street and I were
talking when the Rev. and his wife
pulled into Mrs. Merle’s driveway. The
389 sounded sweet! It had a throaty
rumble that is unforgettable. The top
was up. The white set off the bright
red. We three boys were dumbstruck!
As summer approached, Ms. Merle
got permission from my parents to
take me to the young people’s vacation Bible school. We did crafts and
studied scripture and ate a lot of
cookies. All the while, I felt guilty for
lusting after the preacher’s Pontiac...
and I was only twelve.
One afternoon, the reverend gave
several of us neighborhood kids a
ride home in that lovely Pontiac...and
though it was a hot day, he put the
top down for us.
Under Rev. Johnson’s pastorate, the
little church began to grow. As a
guest of Ms. Merle, who routinely
brought kids and adults alike, I was
not a member, but, in the first six
months he was there, the membership grew by thirty members. He,
through the church, started a youth
outreach. They started an outreach
to the older people...seniors. Under
the Johnsons, the church started a
food pantry. This, I think, was not that
prevalent in 1961. Rev. and Mrs. Johnson were socially active and were
good pastors.
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He told me one time when I asked
him about the car, that his father had
indeed given it to him for graduation.
His father was a lawyer in Texas. The
pastor had a brother who was a member of in his father’s firm, and a sister
who was in law school also. The reverend readily admitted to his infatuation with cars and chose the Pontiac
due to its looks.
As fall approached, the little church
sponsored a fall carnival for the kids,
including a hayride. Whatever it was,
whatever he was doing, it was working. The newspaper did a write-up
about the small church and its new
pastor. Word was getting around that
the pastor lived what he preached.
Older residents of our town referred
to him as the preacher with the fancy
car. Younger residents referred to him
as the preacher with the hot car. It depends on how you look at it.
As winter closed in, the little church
was now packed come Sunday morning...and pretty close on Wednesday
nights. Mrs. Johnson had started a
ministry to the local children’s home.
She and several ladies, including Ms.
Merle, went to the orphanage weekly
to minister to the kids. As a result,
plenty of kids from the orphanage
were attending Rev. Johnson’s services. Word was circulating that the little
church may have to build an addition.
It was really growing.
One cold December Sunday, the
spot where Rev. Johnson’s Pontiac
would normally sit was occupied by
a new 1962 Ford Econoline van. At
first, I didn’t think much of it. Maybe

it was at the parsonage. No. They
picked up people Sundays. It should
be in the parking lot. Where was the
lovely Pontiac? On the drive home,
I was told by Ms. Merle that the pastor had traded it on the van. It seems
the convertible was impractical for
transporting kids and all of the other
tasks that a preacher does. The Pontiac was gone! Yes, I could understand
why they traded it. No. It didn’t make
it any easier to accept. Ms. Merle had
told my Mom that they got enough
for it to pay for the van plus get cash
back. When I asked the preacher how
he could part with the car, he took me
aside and said he missed it terribly. I
knew he did. He was a preacher, but
I knew preachers could be car guys...
even if l was only twelve.
He told me he missed it. He told me
it had given him pleasure to drive it.
Then, he told me it was still giving
him pleasure. I told him I did not understand. Well, he said. It gave him
pleasure to help the elderly and kids,
and the Pontiac couldn’t help him
do that. He said meeting the needs
of those people was important, and
that made him happy. The reverend
told me that without the Pontiac he
couldn’t have gotten the van, and
that I should be glad, not sad.
I lay in bed that night, going over
what he had said to me. Then, I
thought about him. He had come
to town and changed so much. The
church had grown. But, that wasn’t
the most important thing. Hungry
people were being fed. Elderly people were being visited, and orphans
were being taken to church, and be-
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ing shown that someone does care for them. What does the Pontiac have to
do with any of this?
Then, it hit me...I understood what he meant. In spirit, the Pontiac was still
making him smile every time a kid was a passenger in his van. I am not so
shallow as to believe a car did any of these things.
The pastor was led by his faith and his desire to make a difference for the better in someone’s life. I went to school with some of the kids from the children’s
home, and I know they were helped by this preacher.
I am glad that Ms. Merle took me to church with her, and I am glad I met Rev.
and Mrs. Johnson. Years later, when Chevrolet used the slogan, putting you
first keeps us first, I thought of Rev. Johnson. He put others first and in reality
was putting himself first.
OK, but I wonder if the reverend has seen his earrings lately.
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Twenty-plus Tomahawk

members enjoyed pizza and
refreshments at the March
member meeting (held at
Carbone’s in Lakeville).

Thanks to Linda Bennett for making
the arrangements. and the Mr. Felker for
picking up the tab :-)
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June 10th 2012

30th annual GMCCA all GM car and truck show. All makes swap meet and

all makes car corral. Minnesota State Fairgrounds, Falcon Heights MN. Hosted
by the General Motors Car Clubs Association, POCI Tomahawk Chapter and
12 GM clubs from the greater Twin Cities area. Show flier available at www.
autoswalk.com. Goody bag advertisements welcome.
Contact Terry Ford at www.pontiac2pluss22aol.com or call 651-777-7038
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Tom Hegland submitted this link to a video about the new Lemay “America’s
Car Museum in Tacoma, Washington:
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/New-museum-celebrates-Americaslove-affair-with-the-car-134569683.html?tab=video

“Check this out.

Near the end, they mention that it is
a storage location too with a club house etc. I wonder
what a small museum and consignment area would
do for the Garage Condo's in Lino. Food for thought.
There are a million ideas aren't there.
But a 3,000 car collection, that is something!”
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TOMATALK
CLASSIFIED ADS
~ For Sale ~
Engine Parts: 1967 or 1968 # 18 Heads,
Best Offer also 1966 YH Block, Best
Offer and 1978 400 Block, crank redone and 6x Heads, Best offer. Contact
Chris Brooks at (612) 720-7220
1963 & 64 Pontiac: Full size parts.
Regular and rare parts. Some 59 parts,
64 GP body 64 conv. Call or email with
needs. Ed Kodet Evenings (612) 3778256 or edpont@kodet.com
1965-66 Catalina Ventura: 2 door
hard top (all parts came off a car from
Colorado): trunk lid assembly part #
7583852, Rear Quarter Windows. 1966
Catalina Ventura: Tail lamp assemblies (left and right) - very nice, Rear
Quarter Extensions Pictures available.
Robert Knudtson firebirdrobert@aol.
com (701) 371-1810
For sale: 2nd generation Firebird
(F-body ‘70-’81) Suspension parts include: front swaybar w/end links, upper & lower control arms with new
Poly bushings, 2-sets of front coil
springs, Pr. of rear leaf springs and a
set of 4 shocks (F&R). New: P-S-T
Poly Body mount bushings and weld-in
subframe connectors. Photos available
to email. Contact Tim Herrera (651)
731-0163H (Please leave message) or
email at herrera220@msn.com
For Sale, 1962 Pontiac Grille complete with nosepiece, fits all big cars
except Grand Prix, need to rechrome
for show,$75.00 Complete set of four
(4) deluxe spinner style hubcaps, nice

chrome, drivers quality $60.00 also for
1962
1962 rear trunk lid fits Bonneville and Star Chief only, $100.00. I
believe it also fits1961 same models.
(651) 451-7701 ask for Nick or email
nmann7701@ comcast.net
For Sale: cleaning out garage of car
parts. 67? 400 short block spun rod, intakes 9782888 9785088- 3 (one has 3
carbs ) 571145, 9790140, 1956 2x4 intake carbs and heads 8748848. 2 front
8 lug drums. Gary Johnson 651 454
2391 email gjohnson442@hotmail.
com

~ Wanted ~
Wanted: 1958 Pontiac cars/parts/
memorabilia/toys/etc. Call Jim 952594-5000 or email bigapple14@comcast.net
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Wanted: 350 Turbo Transmission
GEAR SELECTOR lever. This is for a
floor mounted shifter on 2nd Gen. Firebird/Camaro F-body GM. Contact: Tim
Herrera 651 731-0163 or email: herrera220@msn.com

Tomahawk Chapter
web site:

Tomahawk Chapter
Technical Advisors
Oakland and 1926 - 41 Pontiac

Gary VanKempen

tomatalk.org

763-561-3911

Under “re-construction”!

1942-54 - Al Longley
763-421-6953
1955-62 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Photos and stories of member
cars wanted. Send them by mail,
e-mail or carrier pigeon to:

1963-72 - Rollie Pederson
763-434-7400
1973-90 - Dan Druk
763-757-8927

Paul Bergstrom, Tomatalk
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

High Perf. - Tom VanKempen
763-434-7156

e-mail: pcpvnews@ties2.net

Firebird - Tom Hegland
651-592-9305
TATA455@aol.com

TOMATALK
Classified Ad Rates

Trans Am - Lee Warneka
612-386-0289

12 issues:

Club Historian

$250 full page
$150 half page
$75 quarter page
$25 business card size

Mark Boyum
651-462-8493
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Support our advertisers!

Sponsors of the Annual Fall
Tomahawk Get Together/BBQ
- New and Used cars
- Parts and Service
Valley Automotive Group
Apple Valley, MN (952) 432-9500
Hastings, MN (651) 437-9815
Waconia, MN (952) 442-5000

Rich Rabanus
Classic Auto Storage
Downtown Motorcar Sales

2011/2017 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55411
(612) 529-6857
rich@downtownmotorcarsales.com

Kent Kienitz

14920 28th Ave. No.
Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 559-4779 (phone)
(763) 559-1103 (fax)
www.powdercoatingtech.com
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~ Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI ~
Membership Application Form
POCI Membership Number: __________
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip/Postal Code: ________________________________________
Country: ________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________ Fax:_________________________
E-mail address:____ _______________________________________________
Pontiac(s) owned: _________________________________________________
Referred by: ___________________________________________________________________

$15.00/year for “Electronic” Membership

Annual dues are $20.00 (check payable to MN Tomahawk Chapter)
SEND APPLICATION FORM AND DUES TO:
Jim Felker, Treas.; 5500 Merritt Circle; Edina, MN 55436
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c/o Paul Bergstrom, Editor
1165 County Road 83
Independence, MN 55359

POCI

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter

Minnesota Tomahawk Chapter of POCI

